
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: February 14: 2 Corinthians 2: 5-17: Some Notes 

Don’t sell the message cheap/ water it down.   The fragrance of life versus the stench of 

death.   This section has another reminder of communication difficulties at that time: the 

tsunami in Tonga cutting off all phone contact reminds us just how vulnerable 

communications still are, whether from natural disasters, enemy activity, or the 

intervention of a dictatorial government.  At the same time, the situation in the USA 

reminds us of the ease with which false communications can be spread nowadays. 

I note I jumped the gun with the verse 5-8 material on the offender being rehabilitated.  The 

commentaries disagree as to whether the un-named man with the un-named crime is the 

man who was in a relationship with his step mother; or one of the false leaders who had 

tried to do down Paul.  I suspect it is the latter, and that Paul is stepping back in two ways: 

(1) saying I leave it to you to sort out – local solutions to local problems, (2) saying I’ve got 

no personal grudge that should make you punish him further on my behalf.  This authority 

debate is of less interest in those modern churches where frankly the church doesn’t really 

exist outside the Sunday service.   Paul might be heard to say both that democracy doesn’t 

quite cut it, because the majority of the congregation may have drifted into bad ways, and 

that power leadership doesn’t cut it either, because Jesus is boss not the chief pastor or 

whatever. We have seen in sects how bad things can get when the chief man lets power go 

to his head and marches everyone down the hell path.  At the time of the Reformation, a 

sad critic said unhappily “New presbyter is but old priest writ large!”  

Forgive is the verb form of grace.  In other words, rules do matter, but love matters more.   

Echoes of Jesus saying “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath”. 

One of the commentaries suggests Paul was only 18 months from saying goodbye to Corinth 

for the last time, as he set out for Jerusalem, then Rome, then death.  It says a lot for him 

that he put aside the immediate opportunity of a preaching opportunity in Troas, because 

he was worried about his friend Titus and very anxious for news from Titus about his friends 

in Corinth.  Paul had to do a lot of preach and move on stuff, and, as well as having Rome in 

his sights, he kept dreaming of getting to Spain.  But, as with generations of missionary 

pastors trying to balance the need to reach out to new people to convert them with serving 

existing converts to retain them, he could be torn between outreach and in-house needs.  

Pity the vicar trying to cater for old Mrs Smith, wedded for 80 years to the Book of Common 

Prayer and Hymns Ancient and Modern, and for what that vicar thinks might attract young 

Miss Smith- namely make it up as you go along liturgy and “garage” hymns! 

The Triumphal Procession imagery is a bit like the open top bus with the FA Cup winners 

touring the home city.  But the Roman thing, reserved for really big victories, had the Roman 

general in special robes in a special chariot, with trumpeters, incense, and prisoners in 

chains on their way to be butchered.   Like all picture parallels (picture plus sounds plus 

smells in this case), this one falls apart if you look at it too closely.  Palm Sunday was the 



nearest Jesus got to a triumphant procession; and that was donkey not war chariot, children 

not soldiers; and the one on his way to death was Jesus! 


