
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: 2 Corinthians 1: 1-14: Some Notes 

Some key messages:  Paul’s mission is planned by God himself.   The message is not just for 

the Corinthian Church, but for the whole province.   Paul is in partnership with Timothy 

[though in a very personal letter....!]   Christ is alongside us, and we can be intentionally 

alongside each other, in hard times.   “Your hard times are also our hard times.”  God 

doesn’t punish us with hard times, but can use hard times to encourage us to rely on God 

rather than on ourselves.   Prayers play a crucial part in mission. 

There are uncertainties about whether this is one letter or more than one letter; as there 

are about the sequence and timing of letters to and from the Corinthians.  But the messages 

are clear despite these uncertainties.   A key word is “comfort”.  This isn’t hugging a pet, or 

wearing woolly socks – it isn’t “comfort blanket” stuff.  Comfort is about knowing we are not 

alone, about being strengthened, and about taking positive learning from negative 

experience.   The cross is the most familiar Christian symbol (whether crucifix or empty 

cross; and here Paul talks from personal and church collective experience about the 

meaning of the cross: the meaning of personal and collective suffering.  We learn more 

about Paul himself from this letter than from most his letters.  Maybe we also learn more 

about ourselves.   

Paul doesn’t spell out exactly what had happened to push him to the edge – presumably 

because those to whom the letter was sent  knew without Paul spelling it out.   (There is 

probably also something in the argument that those who suffer a lot tend not to dwell a lot 

on the details of their suffering.)   

You can read the whole letter in about 20 minutes; and it is worth doing this to get the feel 

of Paul as theologian and pastor, moving between different topics.    Verse 12 might be seen 

as a key verse in the whole letter.    The letter helps explain what Christian Hope is: not 

mindless optimism, not flying in the face of experience, not sitting back and waiting for 

miracles; but pushing forward knowing that you are in good company and God company to 

help achieve the Kingdom you believe is God’s intended Kingdom.    

One important point of detail is that while church discipline might in extremis mean 

exclusion, the aim is inclusion – including, not least, welcoming back.   As with other letters, 

it is interesting to reflect on how far what Paul experienced and saw as “church” is what we 

experience and see as “church”.   Paul emphasises the togetherness. 


