
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: January 24: 1 Corinthians 16: Some Notes  

In a sense, the sermon is over, but there is still much to learn.   This might be the right place to pick 

up the earlier reference to Paul contending with the wild beasts at Ephesus.   As a Roman citizen, it is 

unlikely that he was actually thrown to the lions.  But he certainly faced violent opposition at some 

times during his quite lengthy stay in Ephesus – from which he was writing to Corinth.   He was seen 

as a serious threat  economically, politically, culturally, racially, and religiously; and some of his 

enemies would have liked to see him dead.   There were also, no doubt, temptation beasts to 

contend with, e.g. the temptation to compromise. 

The collection for the Jerusalem Church, relatively poor anyway and maybe exacerbated both by the 

generous giving up of possessions and by the opposition of the mainstream Jewish community, had 

been initiated in Antioch.  Paul had parted from the Antioch church because of its enforced 

Judaism/circumcision policy.   An early compromise temptation.  The sensitivities around that 

collection are hinted at.  Paul wanted to bring the two factions, Gentile and Jew, together; but both 

sides were suspicious of each other – “orthodox” Jewish Christians looking down on relatively 

financially well off Gentile Christians.   And of course not all Gentile Christians were well off (even in 

“Wealthy Corinth”); and becoming a Christian could well mean losing out financially.   In an often 

corrupt society, Paul was anxious that the Corinthians should keep an eye on their own charitable 

giving, and have no room to suspect that he might be taking a cut.   This is the first reference to 

Sunday services and church collections. 

In days of bank transfers via cash machines, we need to think about just how hard it was to get 

money from X to Y in Paul’s time.   Paul talks about a church tour to get to Corinth which would have 

meant walking about 700 miles, before ever he set out for Jerusalem… 

The reference to Apollos is interesting.  Recall that Apollos and Paul were seen as rival faction 

leaders by some in Corinth.   Paul was anxious to protect young Timothy from being attacked as 

Paul’s side kick, but without Paul’s formidable oratory.  Not Paul on team work in a common cause.  

(Today’s church has to think about the risks of apparent or real factional division to a minority faith 

group.) 

Verses 13-14 are for all time:  “Keep your eyes open, hold tight to your convictions, give it all you’ve 

got, be resolute, and love without stopping.” 

Prisca and Aquila were, second only to Timothy, essential partners for Paul.  As tent makers, they 

had formed a  very close mission and business partnership with him; and contributed hugely to what 

he did and how he did it 

Paul tended to write a bit in his own hand to confirm that the scripts written by those to whom he 

dictated them were indeed from him. 

Paul is always keen to emphasise principles/values; rather than trying to dictate structures and 

organisation and detail.  How unlike what we imagine a Pharisee to be like! 

There is a lovely tail end piece of Aramaic: Maran Atha = Our Lord, come. 


