
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: November 8th: 1 Corinthians 11.23-12.20: Some 

Notes 

As we have noted s many times, dividing up Paul’s letters, whether by chapters or by bits of 

chapters and across chapters, is a bit arbitrary, though study would be very tricky if we 

didn’t do this.  This particular cross-chapter division seems to lump together a reminder 

about the heart of Christian worship with a reminder about different aspects of Christian 

witness/ministry.  What links these two sections is Paul’s vision of what the Church is: the 

Body of Christ.  If you look round St George’s on any Sunday morning, and guess at who 

might be attending the service on Zoom, it’s quite hard to get that integrated Spirit-filled 

community feel.  Here are people who may not be able to name each other, who may not 

see each other except on Sundays, whose jobs and family circumstances may not be known 

be known to each other, who live physically some distance from each other, and who 

probably spend most of their time in other networks which don’t have a Christian label.  

(And you would rather worry about Christians who never did anything except as part of a 

Christian community – 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, on official church business!) 

The Church in Corinth probably felt more than we do like a special group in a hostile world.  

But actually in terms of diversity, daily realities to deal with, the potential for factionalism, 

and actual numbers, Corinthian Christians were not hugely unlike St George’s Christians.  In 

terms of status, they were more diverse than we are.  What Paul has to say to this particular 

worshipping and witnessing community is relevant for our community.  Not least as regards 

needing each other, unity in diversity, acknowledging and sharing gifts, being there for each 

other; and about the Eucharist being a perfect focus for imperfect people. 

Whether St Paul got a special message from Jesus about the Last Supper/Communion, we 

don’t know.  However it is a reasonable guess that the Church in Antioch were Paul started 

off held a weekly Communion celebration based on Luke’s account of the Last Supper, 

before this was written down in full Gospel format.  About the Eucharist, Paul and Luke in 

particular speak much the same language.  Paul has been misunderstood as saying that you 

shouldn’t receive what we now call The Sacrament unless you are worthy.  That is the very 

last thing he is saying – hence “Lord I am not worthy.....”   None of us are.  He is saying take 

it seriously and humbly, and remembering/re-enacting what it is all about.   No sacramental 

theology here, in the sense of backing one or other of the rather ambitious subsequent 

attempts to “explain” what happens to the blessed bread and wine.  Paul emphasises 

collective Communion.  House Communions are also collective, though in a different way. 

As regards Spirit Gifts/Spirit Expressions, Paul is listing some of what goes on, not scheduling 

a specific number of gifts related to particular formal job descriptions.  When he comes to 

body parts, he isn’t talking about some people being foot people and some people being 

mouth people (however true that might be!).  He is talking about each needing all, and all 

needing each.    



The tongues thing needs a word of comment.  It seems that “the gift of tongues” (which 

doesn’t in this context mean language skills) was being a bit over-valued in Corinth.  Pau 

points out that babbling loudly an incoherently was very much part of pagan worship – as 

folk got worked into an ecstasy or exhausted or consumed certain substances.  Public 

worship being interrupted by someone shouting out, and nobody knowing what they were 

saying, was really not very helpful.   Moreover this sort of thing lent itself to exploitation by 

folk who just wanted to be heard, although they didn’t really have anything helpful to say. 

I like the Commentary comment that Paul might usefully have added to his list plumbing, 

electrics, cake baking, toilet roll replacement, vaxing, and, of course, and maybe best of all, 

listening.  


