
COMMUNION HYMNS:   

Longing for light 401 

This is my body 663  

When I needed a neighbour 726 

 

POST COMMUNION 
 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  
 

FINAL HYMN: A new commandment 34 
 

Stushie Art 

An image to colour and reflect upon as we think about Jesus’ promise in                       
today’s gospel. 
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GATHERING HYMN:   Great is thy faithfulness 238 
 

COLLECT: 

 God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

   to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen 
 

FIRST READING                  Acts 17.22–31 
 

So Paul stood up in front of the council and said: 
 
People of Athens, I see that you are very religious. As I was going 
through your city and looking at the things you worship, I found an                 
altar with the words, “To an Unknown God.” You worship this God, 
but you don't really know him. So I want to tell you about him. This 
God made the world and everything in it. He is Lord of heaven and 
earth, and he doesn't live in temples built by human hands. He doesn't 
need help from anyone. He gives life, breath, and everything else to all 
people. From one person God made 
all nations who live on earth, and he 
decided when and where every nation 
would be. 
 
God has done all this, so that we will 
look for him and reach out and find 
him. He isn't far from any of us, and he 
gives us the power to live, to move, 
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and to be who we are. “We are his children,” just as some of your poets 
have said. 
 
Since we are God's children, we must not think that he is like an idol 
made out of gold or silver or stone. He isn't like anything that humans 
have thought up and made. In the past, God forgave all this because               
people did not know what they were doing. But now he says that every-
one everywhere must turn to him. He has set a day when he will judge 
the world's people with fairness. And he has chosen the man Jesus to do 
the judging for him. God has given proof of this to all of us by raising                  
Jesus from death. 

For the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 

SECOND READING            1 Peter 3.13–end 

Can anyone really harm you for being eager to do good deeds? Even if 

you have to suffer for doing good things, God will bless you. So stop                

being afraid and don't worry about what people might do. Honour Christ 

and let him be the Lord of your life. 

Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks you about your 

hope. Give a kind and respectful answer and keep your conscience clear. 

This way you will make people ashamed for saying bad things about your 

good conduct as a follower of Christ. You are better off to obey God 

and suffer for doing right than to suffer for doing wrong. 

Christ died once for our sins. 

An innocent person died 

    for those who are guilty. 

Christ did this 

    to bring you to God, 

when his body 

    was put to death 

and his spirit 

    was made alive. 

Christ then preached to the spirits that were being kept in prison. They 

had disobeyed God while Noah was building the boat, but God had been 

patient with them. Eight people went into that boat and were brought 

safely through the flood. 

Those flood waters were like baptism that now saves you. But baptism is 

more than just washing your body. It means turning to God with a clear 

conscience, because Jesus Christ was raised from death. Christ is now in 

heaven, where he sits at the right side of God. All angels, authorities, and 

powers are under his control. 

For the word of the Lord    Thanks be to God 

 

GRADUAL HYMN: God is love, his the care 201 
 
We sing verse   after the Gospel Reading 

 

GOSPEL                                                            John 14.15–21  

 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
 
If you love me, you will do as I command. Then I will ask the Father to 
send you the Holy Spirit who will help you and always be with you. The 
Spirit will show you what is true. The people of this world cannot accept 
the Spirit, because they don't see or know him. But you know the Spirit, 
who is with you and will keep on living in you. 
 
I won't leave you like orphans. I will come back to you. In a little while the 
people of this world won't be able to see me, but you will see me. And 
because I live, you will live. Then you will know I am one with the Father. 
You will know you are one with me, and I am one with you. If you love 
me, you will do what I have said, and my Father will love you. I will also 
love you and show you what I am like. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN:  God’s Spirit is in my heart 218 

 


