A Mothering Sunday Prayer

Loving God, we thank you for all the people who have
mothered us throughout our lives. For all who have
held us and fed us, cared for us and comforted us,

challenged and encouraged us.

We pray for new mothers experiencing changes they
could not predict. Grant them rest and frust in you.

We pray for girls and women who think about whether to
become mothers. Grant them patience and discernment.

We pray for mothers who are raising their children in poverty.
Grant them courage and relief.

We pray for mothers who face the demands of single parenthood.
Grant them strength, support, and wisdom.

We pray for mothers who are separated from their children.
Grant them faith and hope.

We pray for adoptive and foster mothers. Grant them
gratitude and insight.

We pray for women who long to be mothers. Grant them strength,
hope, and opportunities to share their love.

We pray for step-mothers, godmothers, and all men and
women who have assumed a mother's role in a child's life. Grant them
joy and the appreciation of others.

We pray for those people present who grieve the loss of a mother,
and for mothers who have lost children. Grant them comfort,
healing, and the hope of Christ's resurrection.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN: ‘Amazing Grace’ (30)

COLLECT:

God of compassion,

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,

shared the life of a home in Nazareth,

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:

strengthen us in our daily living

that in joy and in sorrow

we may know the power of your presence
to bind together and to heal;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

FIRST READING

A man from the Levi tribe married a woman from the same tribe, and
she later had a baby boy. He was a beautiful child, and she kept him
inside for three months. But when she could no longer keep him
hidden, she made a basket out of reeds and covered it with tar. She put
him in the basket and placed it in the tall grass along the edge of the
Nile River. The baby's older sister stood off at a distance to see what

Exodus 2.1-10

would happen to him.

About that time one of the king's daughters came down to take a bath
in the river, while her servant women walked along the river bank. She
saw the basket in the tall grass and sent one of them to pull it out of
the water. When the king's daughter opened the basket, she saw the
baby crying and felt sorry for him. She said, “This must be one of the

Hebrew babies.”




At once the baby's older sister came up and asked, “Do you want me to GRADUAL HYMN— ‘The Lord’s My Shepherd’ (637)

7”
get a Hebrew woman to take care of the baby for you! We sing verse 3 after the Gospel Reading

“Yes,” the king's daughter answered. GOSPEL John 19: 25b-27
So the girl brought the baby's mother, and the king's daughter told her, Jesus' mother stood beside his cross with her sister and Mary the wife of
“Take care of this child, and | will pay you.” Clopas. Mary Magdalene was standing there too. When Jesus saw his
mother and his favourite disciple with her, he said to his mother, “This
man is now your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “She is now your
mother.” From then on, that disciple took her into his own home.

The baby's mother carried him home and took
care of him. And when he was old enough, she
took him to the king's daughter, who adopted

him. She named him Moses because she said, “I

OFFERTORY HYMN: ‘Sing We of the Blessed Mother’ (586)

pulled him out of the water.”
COMMUNION HYMNS:

For the word of the Lord ‘Bless the Lord my Soul’ - (759)
‘She Sits Like a Bird’ (578)

‘He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands’ (268)

Thanks be to God

SECOND READING Colossians 3: 12-17

God loves you and has chosen you as his own special people. So be POST COMMUNION

gentle, kind, humble, meek, and patient. Put up with each other, and Loving God,
forgive anyone who does you wrong, just as Christ has forgiven you. as a2 mother feeds her children at the breast
Love is more important than anything else. It is what ties everything you feed us in this sacrament
completely together. with the food and drink of eternal life:

help us who have tasted your goodness
Each one of you is part of the body of Christ, and you were chosen to to grow in grace within the household of faith;
live together in peace. So let the peace that comes from Christ control through Jesus Christ our Lord.

your thoughts. And be grateful. Let the message about Christ completely
fill your lives, while you use all your wisdom to teach and instruct each FINAL HYMN: “Tell Out My Soul’ (612)
other. With thankful hearts, sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to

God. Whatever you say or do should be done in the name of the Lord

Jesus, as you give thanks to God the Father because of him. P &
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