
him whom he has sent. “You search the scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life, and it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you 
refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept glory from humans. But I 
know that you do not have the love of God in you. I have come in my                        
Father’s name, and you do not accept me; if another comes in his own name, 
you will accept him. How can you believe when you accept glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone is 
God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is 
Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you believed Moses, you would 
believe me, for he wrote about me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, 
how will you believe what I say?” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE GIFTS:  ‘Love is His Word’ – (429) 

COMMUNION HYMNS: ‘Come Holy Ghost our Hearts Inspire’ – (104)  

‘Break Thou the Bread of Life’ – (76) 

‘The Lord’s My Shepherd’ – (636) 

POST COMMUNION  

God of all grace, 
your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry 
with the bread of his life 
and the word of his kingdom: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your true and living bread; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  
 
FINAL HYMN:  ‘Thou Whose Almighty Word’ – (673) 
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GATHERING HYMN:   ‘Word of Life! Such Transformation!’  

1. Word of life! Such transformation! 
bringing light to darkest space; 
loving mother of creation, 
forging life in every place. 
Shine that light on every nation, 
gather us in your embrace. 
 
 
 

3.Word made flesh!  
  You came to meet us, 
pitched your tent among our own, 
Born on earth so heaven could greet us: 
God in human heart and bone. 
Teach us, lead us, tend us, feed us 
with the life that’s yours alone. 
 

                Words: © Revd Ally Barrett 
COLLECT: 
Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen  
 
FIRST READING                     Isaiah 55: 1-11  
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, 
and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 
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2. Word of truth!  
  You spoke though history, 
prophets knew you as their friend; 
As you shared with earth the mystery 
of your love that knows no end. 
Yet your fullest glory must be 
More than words can comprehend. 
 

4.Words of scripture, here you teach us, 
All you speak is here received. 
Shared by print and voice to reach us: 
written, read and now believed; 
Speak again to all and  each, as 
faith is grown and life is lived.  



Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for 
David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander 
for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord 
your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 
there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that 
goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. 
 
For the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 
 
 

SECOND READING                2 Timothy 3: 14 – 4:5  
  

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it and how from childhood you have known sacred 
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Je-
sus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for    teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that the person of God 
may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge 
you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favourable or 
unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in 
teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 
teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires and will turn away from listening to the 

truth and wander away to myths. As for you, be sober in everything,                     
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry             
fully. 
 

For the word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL HYMN— ‘Speak O Lord as We Come to You’  
 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your holy Word 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us 
All Your purposes for Your glory 
 

Teach us, Lord, full obedience 
Holy reverence, true humility 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority 
Words of pow'r that can never fail 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief 
 

We sing verse 3 after the Gospel Reading 
 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity 
And by grace, we'll stand on Your promises 
And by faith, we'll walk as You walk with us 
Speak, O Lord, 'til Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory        © Keith Getty / Stuart Townend 
 
GOSPEL                                                        John 5: 36b - end 

But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has 
given me to complete, the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf 
that the Father has sent me. And the Father who sent me has himself                   
testified on my behalf. You have never heard his voice or seen his form, 
and you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do not believe 


