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Services at St. George's Church 
Sundays 10 a.m. Sung Eucharist.  Wednesdays 11 30 a.m.  Said Eucharist.   The Sunday 
service will also be available via live-streaming.  See website or pew sheet for access to the on-
line option.   
 
There are shared worship opportunities throughout the week, including both meetings in the 
church (usually the Lady Chapel) and Zoom.   Please see diary pages 14 and 15 for details. 
 
For Baptism, Banns and Marriage, Communion of the house-bound, and other pastoral matters: 
please contact Reverend Barry Hengist on 020 8654 8747  Please only contact Barry in emer-
gencies on  his day off  - normally Thursday.  (See pagers 14 and 15.) 

 

Vicar:  The Reverend Barry Hengist                                   barryhengist@gmail.com 

2 The Grove, West Wickham BR4 9JS     07947 068209 020 8654 8747 

 

Senior Hon. Curate: The Reverend Carol Jones                                020 8777 6247 

Hon. Curate: The Reverend Hilary Fife                               thefifes19@gmail 

                                                                    07931 761320                     020 8654 8685 

 

Reader: Mr Ray Wheeler                                                                       020  8777 5271                                                                        

Reader: Mrs Liz Bebington                                                                   020 8777 4840                                                               

July 30 
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A View from the Vicarage 
 

For my birthday in May, my son gave me a 

book called Factfulness: Ten Reasons 

We're Wrong About the World – and 

Why Things Are Better Than You Think 

- a book published in 2018 by Swedish physi-

cian, professor of international health at Ka-

rolinska Institute and statistician Hans Rosling 

with his son Ola Rosling and daughter-in-law 

Anna Rosling Rönnlund.  My son had been giv-

en it and thought I would like it.  How right he 

was!  It’s not often I find a book so challenging 

and so persuasive.   
 

If, like me, you find watching or hearing the news every day leaves you 

feeling depressed and despairing at the world’s problems and human-

kind’s inhumanity toward one another then I would highly recommend 

this book. 
 

Chapter one sheds light on our instinct to see a distinct gaps between 

things rather than a gradual spectrum of difference—the ‘Gap Instinct’. 

Subsequent chapters deal with negativity; straight line; fear; size; generali-

zation; destiny; single perspective; blame (each other and the media); and 

urgency instincts, each of which skews our view of the world.  
 

It is not a Christian book in the obvious sense, but it in another sense it 

is, firstly because offers a truer perspective on the world and its prob-

lems—and truth is important (even more so in a ‘post-truth’ world). And 

secondly it exudes hope—

a very Christian virtue.  It 

is a Christian’s duty to find 

signs of hope where oth-

ers have given up. Enjoy 

the summer (hopefully)! 
 

Barry 
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Poetry Page 

Invisible Kissdes: Lemn Sissay 

If there was ever one      Whom when you were sleeping 

Would wipe away your tears     When in dreams you were weeping: 

Who would offer you time     When others  demand; 

Where love la more infinite      Than grains of sand. 

If there was ever one      To whom you could cry; 

Who would gather each tear      And blow t dry; 

Who would offer help     On the mountains of time; 

Who would stop to let each sunset     Soothe the jaded mind. 

If there was ever one      To whom when you run 

Will push back the clouds     So that you are bathed in sun; 

Who would open arms     If you would fall; 

Who would show you everything     If you lost it all. 

If there was ever one     Who when you achieve 

Was there before the dream     And even then believed; 

Who would clear the air     When it’s full of loss; 

Who would count love     Before the cost/ 

If there was ever one      Who when you are cold 

Will summon warm air     For your hands to hold; 

Who would make peace       In pouring pain, 

Make laughter fall      In falling rain. 

If there was ever one      Who can offer you this and more; 

Who in keyless rooms      Can open doors; 

Who in open doors      Can see open fields 

And in open fields     See harvests yield.  (continued...) 
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Then see only my face      In reflection of these titles                                                          
Through the clear water       Beyond the river side.                                                                     

All I can send is love     In all that this is                                                                               

A poem and a necklace     Of invisible kisses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Aid Week 2022 
Christian Aid Week in May each year is an opportunity to live out a number of 
Christian principles:: 
1. Christianity is about what we do, not just about what we say (we believe). 
2. Pray for and do for go together. 
3. Charity (caring) might begin at home; but it can’t stay there. 
4. Our love, like God’s love, is unconditional. 
5. Working in partnership with people of other faiths or no faith is not watering 

down; it is living out. 
6. It is nice to be able to measure outcomes, but very often we must be con-

tent with measuring inputs 
7. Generosity (in cash and in action) is not a matter of absolutes (who gives 

the most) but of giving generously in relation to your resources, 
8. Raisin awareness may have longer term greater benefits than the immedi-

ate raising of funds. 
 
This year, St George’s did not organise any special events, but relied on getting 
envelopes out and receiving them back—measurable results; plus encouraging 
on-line giving in various forms—not all measurable.  We are aware of about 
£1,100 being raised; rounded up by Gift Aid to about £1,300.  Overall, we are 
aware of Shirley churches raising about £4,000, rounded up by Gift Aid to about 
£4,600  Down a bit on last year, but still commendable. 
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Trad versus Wild? 
 

It used to be clear what gardening meant.  Across a rich variety of designs, colour 
schemes, plant types, seasonal variations etc, the gardener had in her or her gar-
den what the gardener had planted - and only what the gardener had planted.  
Creatures regarded as not friendly to the gardener’s careful planning were ruth-
lessly eliminated.  The result was maybe artificial, but it was, more or less, the 
result intended; and the fulfilled intentions gave pleasure.  It was a sad day when 
the gardener had to cut back or give up, and couldn’t find or afford a replacement 
to maintain the plan.   At the opposite extreme, or after the gardener had given up, 
was the neglected garden: where “nature” took over.   Nowadays, there is the wild 
garden option: working with rather than against nature.   But please note the word 
“Work”.  If you jest neglect your garden (as a walk round Shirley quickly shows), 
you get not a wild garden but a neglected garden: in which human rubbish builds 
up and dominant species (e.g. brambles, mare’s tails, ash trees, sycamores) take 
over - with nothing natural to maintain a balance.  You get a mess. 

 
The June RHS Magazine offers some pointers to the 
eco system approach: “You say pest, we say popu-
lation of invertebrates that attracts beneficial preda-
tory creatures as part of a healthy and balanced 
ecosystem.”  Surely slugs are BAD?  Well, only 9 
out of an estimated 44 British slug species regularly 
eat garden plants.  Slugs are nature’s re-cyclers.  

You can keep a healthy balance if you delay planting out seedlings until they are 
more sturdy; transfer slugs found by torchlight to the compost heap to turn green 
waste into compost; have a small pond or a damp log pile to host frogs; feed 
birds; rake soil after weeding to expose slug eggs.. 
 
For less controversial bio-diversity, try nectar-rich containers to attract bees: blue-
berries, strawberries and chives; or English lavender, marjoram/oregano and pha-
celia; or snapdragon, nasturtium and cosmos.   And, please, if a visiting bumble 
strays into the house from the container, please try to encourage it out rather than 
killing it.   Start noticing the variety of bumble bee species: all rather endearing; 
and none of them stings for the hell of it.   If you want something more exotic in 
your eco garden, look out for colour-changing crab spiders.  They don’t bite hu-
mans.    
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A Parish Prayer  
 

Lord, 
Help us to discover who we are 

And who we can become’ 
And what we can do  

With and for other people. 
Amen. 

Churches Together in Shirley 
 

St George’s                   
St John’s 
All Saints 

Shirley Methodist 
WW and S Baptist 

 
 
 

Monthly Prayer Meetings 
 

Prayer notes will be Emailed to member Churches.  Ask 
dunaigh2@btinternet.com if you would like a copy.  We hope to offer a Zoom 
option on the dates and at the times below, pending restoration of normal physi-
cal meetings.  Contact the same Email for details.  In response to consultation 
replies, we have shifted back to Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday options, inviting 
members of other churches to Zoom host and produce prayer notes. 

Wednesday July 6th at 7 30 p.m. 
Thursday August 4th at 7 30 p.m. 

Tuesday September 6th at 730 p.m. 
Wednesday October 5th at 7 30 p.m. 
Thursday November 3rd at 7 30 p.m. 

Our Lady’s 
God Apostolic 

Shrublands 
Longheath 
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You don’t get the right answers with the wrong questions 
 

I have mentioned before being stopped in  Whitehall by someone asking “Do you 
want to pay less tax?”  The questioner was clearly expecting me to say “Yes!”.  
Given the unusual concentration in that area of civil servants, political advisers, 
and politicians, who all in various ways depend on taxes (and it was a Labour 
Government at the time), it wasn’t perhaps the most sensible place to ask that 
particular question.  I said “No”, maybe ;partly because of my salary and pension; 
but mainly because I was working on an ambitious programme of disability bene-
fits, that had to be paid for out of taxation or contributions. 
 
The Church gets into trouble when it challenges the morality of existing or pro-
posed policies, or challenges the behaviour of people in the public eye.  (Prince 
Charles is not as restrained as his mother, and suffers the same fate,)  Frequent-
ly, what the Church is doing is insisting on other relevant questions being raised 
and answered—not just the politically preferred questions.  If you welcome very 
rich people coming here in private yachts, but dislike relatively poor people com-
ing in paddle boats, you ask only the question “Might deportation to Rwanda re-
duce numbers?”  The Church muscles in with extra questions:  “Will deportation 
be for the benefit of those deported?”, and “Will the UK be laughed at next time it 
tries to assume a high moral tone with some other country not noted for its sensi-
tivity to human suffering?” 
 
Maybe one day there will be a Brexit dividend (in black rather than red figures).  In 
the meantime the Northern Ireland Protocol question is not just the rather naive 
one of whether the NI Unionist minority would be happier if Northern Ireland could 
enjoy the benefits of free trade with both the rest of the UK and with Eire/ the rest 
of the EU?  There are questions about the propriety of claiming credit for making 
proposals and then claiming credit for abandoning an agreement based on those 
proposals. 
 
All the big issues [though not the results of the last American Presidential Election] 
allow room for different weight to be given to different questions, and indeed differ-
ent answers to be given to the same question.   But the Church is always going to 
say: If your only question is “What is in it for me?”, then you need to ask other 
questions as well... And to give them equal weight with the personal benefit ques-
tion. 
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Some notes for you to note 

 Deadline for the July Magazine: Sunday July 24th  

 The Bible Reading Group “meets” on Mondays at 7 30 p.m. During the 
virus shut-down, this means reading at home and sharing thoughts on 
Zoom or by post.  New regular or occasional members are always wel-
come,  You can see the notes on the parish website Bible Group blog.  Our 
Zoom meetings last 40 minutes.  Contact Brian McGinnis if you would like 
to be included; or to be a non-Zoom participant.  We have been reading 
Paul’s  Second Letter to the Corinthians.  Free copy of Tom Wright com-
mentary on offer: ring  8654 6190.   

 The Book Reading Group shares monthly (Email or post), in theory 
monthly on a Thursday.  New regular or occasional members always wel-
come.  Conscious of cost and time constraints, we are cutting back our new 
books to about six a year (mainly small and cheap); with a selected poem 
to digest in “between” months. See Blog on Website for details.  If you want 
any of the resources (mainly free), contact 8654 6190 or 
dunaigh2@btinternet.com   July: Wilfred Owen’s Anthem for Doomed 
Youth: an easy read  (it is short) but a disturbing read. 

 Church Magazine Contents:  As part of consultation on getting back to 
normal magazine distribution where requited, those who used to have the 
magazine delivered were invited to comment on what they read and didn’t 
read, and on what they might like to read if it were written.  If you missed 
out on that consultation because you pick up your magazine copy in 
church, or read the magazine on-line, do please feel free to let the editor 
have your comments.  It is easier to please the reader when the reader 
speaks up. 

 Food Bank:  The school holidays are traditionally a time when families re-
lax together, and enjoy each other’s company.   It isn’t like that when the 
dominating feature of the holiday period is rising food and other costs com-
bined with loss of school meals.  A hungry family worried about nutrition is 
not a happy family.  A full box in the church porch every Thursday morning 
will be more important than ever in July.  See pew sheets or web site for 
current stock priorities. 

 Something New: There is daily Morning Prayer, on Zoom or in the Lady 
Chapel.  Participants are mainly members of the parish team, but a number 
of other people have also joined in.  Why not give it a go occasionally? 
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Why Sermons? 
 

There is something just a little odd about  the conven-
tion of having a homily or sermon as an essential part 
of the main services.   If the Bible is the Word of God, 
why do we need the word of a man or woman to sup-
plement  or explain the Word of God?   When the 
service is a Communion Service, the sermon is usual-
ly based on the Gospel.   So we have what Jesus 
said or did, or both, and then we top this up with a 
human explanation.  Didn’t Jesus make Himself 
clear?    
 
Suspicious or uncharitable people have sometimes 
suggested that sermons were introduced to give the 

Church some control over what people individually and collectively might make of the 
Jesus message if left to interpret it for themselves.   There is no escape from the reality 
that at various times in the Church’s rather chequered history, the Church as an institu-
tion was very scared of people hearing their own thing and doing their own thing.   It 
was easier to keep control when most lay people were not literate, and when the Bible 
text was not in their own language anyway.   If you only heard Jesus when you heard 
the priest, then, provided the priest was properly controlled, the man and woman in the 
pew could be fed the prescribed teaching about what to believe and how to behave.  
Authority was in control.   Yes, the truth will make you free; but the official truth, and the 
official version of collective freedom.  Not individual truth and individual freedom. 
 
On the other hand, Jesus began his teaching ministry within the framework of the syna-
gogue tradition of someone qualified  being invited by the ruler of the synagogue to 
preach on that day’s (Old Testament) text.  Jesus invited his congregations to think in 
new ways about familiar texts.   That remains the point of sermons today.   There is a 
case for setting homework rather than preaching a sermon.   A case for inviting people 
who have heard the Gospel to come back next week with their own personal statement 
about what that Gospel riding meant for them, and what they are going to do about it.  
I’m not sure how much homework would be returned the following week.   But the good 
and helpful sermon is still one that invites people to think and do: not one that tells them 
what to believe and what to do. 
 
An AI congregation might go home thinking the same things to do the same things.,   
We are individuals (hopefully often choosing to work together), so our thoughts and our 
actions may well take us in different directions. 
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Where do we get our fears from? 

I haven’t met anyone with a declared fear of 

sheep; and I wouldn’t myself worry about 

crossing a field with sheep in it—subject to 

being a bit cautious about rams, and to 

avoiding coming between a ewe and her 

lambs.  (The ewe thing is as much to do with 

the welfare of the ewe as it is to do with my 

welfare: I’ve spent half an hour trying to re-

unite a ewe and a lamb.)  But I don’t like en-

tering a room full of people, especially but not 

only if I don’t know the people. 

 

Introducing young people to horses, I’ve noticed that some are instinctively happy 

to feed and stroke them, unless warned off, while others keep as far away as pos-

sible.  Horses are big!   Parents wisely teach children not to take dogs for granted; 

but here too you get polarisation, among both children and adults, with some in-

stinctively offering friendship and others assuming hostility.  I know adults who get 

ready to complain about being bitten before the dog has even looked at them.   

Taking a dog near cows is dodgy; but if a footpath goes through a field with cows 

in it, I’m happy to say “Excuse me” and move between the cows.  Others feel dif-

ferently.   (If the cows are bulls, a footpath is unlikely.) 

 

Girls are said to be naturally averse to snakes and to spiders.  I’ve seen a girl 

(with no circus background) handle a python and a bird-eating spider without a 

tremor.  She was less cautious than I was—having read books about snakes and 

big spiders.   I see water, and think drowning    Most people see water, and think 

swimming.  In this case, there is an explanation: I have nearly drowned three 

times; and I can’t swim.   I'm still looking for an explanation of all the other natural 

or un-natural fears.     
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The Young Ones 

It is (nearly always) a good thing to ask “Why?”   This year, as every year, a 

number of Shirley gardens (those which are still to some extent green spaces) 

attracted young birds — usually in the first place parent birds with young birds.  

The “Why?” question is about the difference between parents and child in plum-

age.  The fact that parents and child appear together tends to spare the observ-

er the identification question...unless, of course, you have the cuckoo offspring 

of a meadow pipit, which I’m willing to bet you didn’t. 

 

 

 

 

 

The young robin looks more flycatcher-like than its parents, with no red breast.  

The young starling lacks the amazing adult starling colours, and will keep a 

brown head when the body colour changes,  The young blackbird is more thrush 

than (male or female) blackbird , The young woodpecker just lacks red.  
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Might be worth a smile 

Solar power 
Somebody finally invented a solar-powered laundry dryer. It's called a ‘clothes-
line’. 
Are you camping this summer?  Here are some helpful hints... 
~ When using a public campground, a tuba placed outside your tent will 
keep the spaces on either side vacant. 
Silent Suffering 

~ people won't suffer in silence because that would take all the pleasure out of it. 
US Holiday 
A couple with three young children went on holiday to America, and eventually 
ended up waiting in line at San Francisco's Pier 41, to purchase tickets for a boat 
trip to Alcatraz.  Others watched with varying degrees of sympathy and irritation as 
the young children fidgeted, whined, and punched one another. The frazzled par-
ents reprimanded them, to no avail. Finally they reached the ticket window.   "Five 
tickets, please," the father said.  "Two round trip, three one way."   
Pay what you get 
A man and his ten-year-old son were on a fishing trip, miles from home. At the 
boy's insistence, they decided to attend the Sunday worship service at a small 
rural church. The father forgot to bring any cash, so he reached in his pocket and 
gave his son 10p to drop in the offering plate as it was passed. As they walked 
back to their car after the service, the father complained. "The service was too 
long," he lamented. "The sermon was boring, and the singing was off key."  
Finally the boy said, "Daddy, I thought it was pretty good for 10p." 
The lady who wanted three hymns 
One Sunday a minister announced that the church needed some extra money. He 
asked the people to prayerfully consider giving a little extra, and as an enticement, 
added that whoever gave the most would be able to pick out three hymns. 
The offering plate was passed around, and to the minister’s amazement, someone 
had put in a cheque for £1,000. He shared his joy with his congregation and said 
he'd like to thank the person who’d given the cheque. A very quiet, elderly lady 
shyly made her way down to the front of the church. The minister told her how 
wonderful it was that she gave so much, and asked her to pick out three hymns. 
Her eyes brightened as she looked over the congregation. She pointed carefully to 
the three handsomest men in the building and said:  "I'll take him, and him, and 
him." 
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That odd business of praying: Number 131:                                                             
Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today 

(Cherokee Proverb) 
 

This is one of those not too little, not too much, but just 
right, things - with the decision about what is just right 
not all that easy.   .We need to learn from yesterday, 
so just blanking yesterday (whether it was good, bad or 
indifferent) isn’t really an option.  But if your prayer time 
is dominated by yesterday’s triumphs or failures, you 
aren’t going to get today right.  You won’t bore God: He 
is infinitely patient,   But if you are obsessed with yes-
terday, you are likely to exasperate your nearest and 
dearest—even if they in part shared your yesterday.    
We use the term “yesterday’s people” to describe peo-

ple who are defined by what they have done, not by what they are doing: living 
in the past rather than grappling with the present and working for the future. 
 
The balance is not easy: there has been a certain amount of criticism of the 
Prime Minister’s anxiety to “move on” and “draw a line under the past”!   Howev-
er, that criticism has come from people not wholly convinced that the Prime Min-
ister has identified and implemented the lessons from yesterday or the day be-
fore yesterday.   There are glimpses in the New Testament of Jesus getting His 
disciples together for review meetings: meetings primarily designed to establish 
learning points, and then move on.  Prayer is about learning and growing and 
changing; rather than about simply re-affirming what you already know,  and 
digging in and refusing to change. 
 
That word “change” prompts reflection on another aspect of  being obsessed 
with yesterday.   Yesterday, we may have done something with consequences 
that we can’t simply undo—maybe said no to an opportunity/challenge that will 
not come round again.  Two of the first twelve special disciples did things they 
couldn’t undo and were always going to regret.  One of them went on to learn 
how to make different and better decisions: a new way of living that put the bad 
choice into perspective.  “Forgiveness” and “New Start” loom large in Christian 
thinking about prayer.  Yesterday does not have the last word.  
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The anonymous (silent) years 
 

The really weird phrase in the narrative on the opposite page is in the statement 
attributed to Jesus in explaining his personal priorities to his distressed parents 
Jesus is reported as saying:  “I needed to be where my birth-father, God, is work-
ing”.  The more familiar version of this (New Keg James translation) is: “Did you 
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”  The traditional version 
avoids the implication that God only works in the Temple!   Both versions involve 
the startling claim that poor old Joseph is only Jesus’ step-father; and his real fa-
ther is Almighty God.  Of course, if you want to, you can respond that each and 
every one of us can quite properly claim God as our Father/Birth-father.   After all, 
we call God “Father” (e.g. every time we say the Lord’s Prayer); and you would be 
a funny sort of child of God if you didn’t believe that, come the crunch, what God 
the Father wants of you is more important than what your human father wants of 
you.  However, whoever chose the words to go with the pictures chose “birth-
father” precisely to ram home that Jesus is talking about a unique relationship with 
God. 
 
Folk over the centuries have done their best to imagine a Jesus story to fill the 30 
year gap between the birth of the Baby Jesus and the beginning of the short pub-
lic ministry of the 30 year old Man Jesus.   However, the only solid evidence is this 
one incident, when Jesus was 12.  Apart from this, we really know nothing about 
Child Jesus, Adolescent Jesus, Young Man Jesus.   I say “solid evidence”, be-
cause the story does ring true.   It is the sort of thing that Mary would have re-
membered, and would have told Luke. 
 
Keep the cultural background in mind.  There would have been a Nazareth party, 
travelling together, everyone knowing everyone else, with collective responsibility 
for the kids.   At 12, Jesus was roughly what we would expect at say 15.   So sin-
gle-minded, and not with parents’ peace of mind at the top of his priority list. 
 
You may not agree, but I think the fact that this is what Mary chose to recall, and 
Luke chose to record, is a fairly clear indication that the silent years, the anony-
mous years, were spent being human - not spent doing unrecorded miracles.  
When Jesus “surfaced”, his mother clearly knew he was special in potential.  But 
Jesus Himself was still cautious about using his miraculous powers.  The relevant 
text speaks of “this first sign”, not of Jesus’ miracle routine! 
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 24 Rabble the sheriff Raffles caught (4-

4) 
 26 Upper chamber in which top car 

parked in broken opening (6) 
 27 Nibble some back bacon in fire (5) 
 28 Kind of love abhorrently without 

sodium (9) 
Down 
 1 Hat for the racing man? (5) 
 2 Beast's premier measure (8) 
 3 Funny torture regularly false (6) 
 

 Solon 150 
Across 
 7 Know my genies are upset (9) 
 8 Leaves US city returned half-

heartedly (5) 
 10 A Rebus novel could be a cause of ill-

treatment (6) 
 11 Rebel in ill-kept garden with a couple 

of loose ends (8) 
 12 Echo religious teaching with part of 

speech (6) 
 14 Regret about exercise not heartless 

(6) 
 16 Middle American married, I depart 

(4) 
 17 Spot the ticker (5) 
 18 Complain with rector replacing bish-

op could be knotty (4) 

 19 Caustic metal in large container (6) 
 21 Fools in port without an opening to 

ships (6) 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9

10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19 20 21 22

23

24 25 26

27 28
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Thanks to Solon for puzzles.  For questions or help, 
contact Solon at Solon1across@gmail.com 

Answers to June Puzzles:- 

Across: 1 Simplest, 6 Thumbs, 9 Plateau, 
10 Clean, 11 Bought, 12 Penknife, 14 
Democratic, 16 City, 17 Open, 19 Care-
lessly, 22 Constant, 23 Plains, 24 Using, 
26 Routine, 27 Severe, 28 Applying.  

Down: 2 Improve, 3 Playgrounds, 4 
Event, 5 Trumpet, 6 Technical, 7 
Use, 8 Benefit, 13 Necessarily, 15 
Rectangle, 18 Produce, 20 Rotorua, 
21 Lantern, 23 Plump, 25 Ice. 

 
Sudoku:  257846931/ 816973524/ 

943215687/ 395764218/ 684152793/ 
172389456/ 561498372/ 739621845/ 
428537169 

 
Statistics 

if people were as religious as statistics 
show tem to be, we could girt along 
with fewer police 

Statisticians collect facts, then 
draw their own confusions. 

     4  Leader holding back Rastafarian at 
first (4) 

 5 It's a bit of a thing to end the call (4-
2) 

 6 Wit places finger on catalogue (4,5) 
 9 Obsessive girl put on a kilo (6) 
 13 Swell fish without hesitation (5) 
 15 Dreams in the morning with part on 

Howards end (9) 
 17 Drink can go cagily on the rise (6) 
 18 Left in the grass it's said (8) 
 20 Actually the end for a blight (6) 
 22 This Henry had stature but his head 

dropped (6) 
   23 Give  

  Facts are stubborn, but sta-
tistics are more pliable. 

Some people use statistics 
like a drunken man uses a 
lamp post –for support ra-

ther than for illumination. 

There are lies, damn lies 
and statistics. 

The statement “Statistics 

show” should always be 
preceded by “these”, and 

include “purport to”.  

8 3 4

2 6 9 8

2 5 6

9 4 7

5 6

7 9 2

5 4 6

3 6 1 5

7 1 4
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Remembering Slavery 
 

On July 30th, the Church's calendar 
reminds us of three very different 
18th and 19th Century anti-slavery 
campaigners: William Wilberforce, 
Olaudah Equiano and Thomas 
Clarkson.   You can google the 

three names for further details.  The middle name is, as you might guess, the 
name of someone who knew slavery from the slave’s point of view. 
 
The picture portrays what we mainly think of when slavery is mentioned: black 
men (men in particular) being exploited by white men (men in particular); and 
often dying on the way to the slave boats, on  the slave boats, or in captivity.  
This slave trade also involved as slave traders and slave owners black men and 
brown men.  Over the centuries, there were slaves of all colours.   The slaves 
mentioned in the Bible (New Testament and Old) were predominantly not black.  
While slaves were often  from a different culture (if not ethnic group) than the 
slave owners, this was by no means always the case.  Economic and class con-
vention/necessity and war could mean that slave owner and slave were very 
much the same  - except that the former was all-powerful and the latter had no 
rights whatever.   There were class distinctions within slavery; and a tutor to a 
slave owner’s son might be a slave.  At some times and in some cultures, slaves 
could become free; and indeed become slave owners.  
 
For us, and in relation both to historic slavery and modern slavery, the funda-
mental evil is the slave’s lack of rights.  We have, however, to remember that 
now as then rights are unevenly spread among non-slaves in many parts of the 
world.  For a long time, women and children lacked the rights enjoyed by many 
men.   (Not all that long ago, the English gentleman expected to be able to beat 
his wife and his children without any questions being asked..) 
 
In the Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters/Epistles, you can see the clash 
between the twin First Century realities of Greek/Roman culture in which slavery 
was taken for granted as an economic and social norm; and Christianity in which 
slave and free were equally regarded by God and loved by God.  Jesus said in 
effect “I stand among you as a slave”, and “You rightly call me Lord and Master”. 
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Younger Readers Page:  
God, teach us your truty 

If you know your way round the typewriter key-
board, you’ll know what went wrong on 
page 13 of the Deanery Pilgrimage 2022 Worship Booklet.  Someone meant to 
type “truth”, and their finger hit “y”, which is just above “h”.  So we got the lovely 
new word “truty”, which rhymes with “duty”, and reminds us of “tooty fruity”. 
 
Finger mistakes (where the finger doesn’t do what the mind meant it to do) can 
be great fun.   The most famous one in this magazine was when the Vicar’s Let-
ter began: “Dear Fiends”, instead of “Dear Friends”.    Even better are new 
words that someone deliberately made up, because there weren’t any words 
already around that said just what that person wanted to say.   William Shake-
speare invented a lot of (new) words.  It is hard to do this well.  Think about it: 
you want a word that nobody has seen or heard before and you want people to 
know immediately what that word means.  How about “grungywump”?  Or, test 
yourself: take “truty” as a meant new word.  What does it mean?  What is “God’s 
truty”?  
 
If you find imagining hard work, what about taking on what the page 13 writer 
actually meant to write.   In full, that would have been “God of the stormy seas, 
the bread that nourishes, teach us your truth”.  What does this mean?  Why 
“stormy seas” and “nourishing bread” linked to truth?  (If someone tells you not 
to worry about what a prayer means, and just say the prayer; I think that person 
is wrong.  It is good to know what you are saying.)   My attempt at explaining is: 
God is there when things are difficult.  God is there when we are well-fed and 
comfortable. We want God to help us find the right tings to say and the right 
things to do, in good times and in bad times.    
 
Maybe we want God to help us to be truty. 
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You have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit; and live 
and reign in the perfect unity of love: hold us in this faith, that we 

may know you in all your ways and evermore rejoice in your eternal 
glory, who are three Persons yet one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

(A Trinity Prayer) 
 

With or without God, thinking about origins, endings and purpose is challenging. 
If you leave God out, you still have to grapple with what there was before the be-
ginning, even if you push that beginning back by more billions of years and name 
this universe as only the latest of a succession of universes (and maybe one of a 
multitude of parallel universes)   Similarly, you still have to grapple with what hap-
pens when it all ends; or with the concept of infinity if in fact it will never end.  
And then, our very strong human desire for meaning in our own little bit of time 
and space has to be slotted into the meaning (or lack of meaning ) of the aeons 
of time and space we know a little about, and the before and after that may or 
may not exist; and would be hugely significant if they did. 
 
So to complain that the idea of God as Trinity is un-necessarily complicated is a 
little odd in the context of a God-created or God-less universe that is complicated 
and indeed mysterious beyond all imagining. Oh, and as a footnote, we are be-
ginning to discover that what was once critically labeled anthropomorphism 
(attributing human characteristics to things that aren’t human ) may be nearer the 
truth,  Trees communicate, creatures are aware. 
 
How3ever clumsily expressed, what the Trinity teaching does is put first (first in 
importance and first in “time”) RELATIONSHIP rather than matter.  It says “In the 
beginning, God, accurately if inadequately described as Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. From that relationship, comes all that is or ever will be.  With that starting 
point, we can focus on our relationships, with each other, with everything that is 
(but more particularly the bits we can readily know and interact with), and with 
the God from whom all this comes. 
 
That gives enormous, and comforting credibility, to the sense of priorities of the 
nursing mother who, told that the docks were on fire at the end of the road, said 
“I’ll just finish feeding the baby”.  If informed that the world was coming to an end, 
this Trinitarian lady would no doubt have said the same thing. 
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Readings for June:  NRSV 
 

Sunday 3 July:  Trinity 3 
2 Kings 5.1-14: I thought that for me he would surely come out  
Psalm 30: my heart sings to you without ceasing  
Galatians 6.[1-6]7-16: Bear one another’s burdens 
Luke 10.1-11,16-20:  The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few  
 
Sunday 10 July: Trinity 4 
Deuteronomy 30.9-14: the word is very near to you  
Psalm 25.1-10: Lead me in your truth and teach me  
Colossians 1.1-14: bear fruit in every good work   
Luke 10.25-37: ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’  
 
Sunday 17 July: Trinity 5 
Genesis 18.1-10a: The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre  
Psalm 15: Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  
Colossians 1.15-28: Christ is the image of the invisible God  
Luke 10.38-42: Mary has chosen the better part  
 
Sunday 24 July: St Mary Magdalene  (Women’s Lectionary by Wilda Gafney) 
Genesis 16: 10-13: The Living God spoke to her 
Psalm 68: 4-11: In the presence of God, the One of Sinai 
Romans 16: 1-16: I commend to you all our Sister Phoebe 
John 20: 1-2, 11-18: I have seen the Saviour 
 
Sunday 31 July: Trinity 7 
Ecclesiastes 1.2,12-14; 2.18-23:  Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.  
Psalm 49.1-12:  I will incline my ear to a parable  
Colossians 3.1-11: Set your minds on things that are above 
Luke 12.13-21: Be on your guard against all kinds of greed  
 
Sunday 7 August: Trinity 8 
Genesis 15.1-6: ‘Look towards heaven and count the stars’ 
Psalm 33.12-22: Behold, the eye of the Lord  is upon those who fear him  
Hebrews 11.1-3,8-16: faith is the assurance of things hoped for  
Luke 12.32-40: where your treasure is, there your heart will be also  
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Please remember by name in your prayers the following 
people for whom  prayers have been requested… 

 Please note that in order to keep the prayer list up to date, names will ap-
pear on the list for 3 editions only unless a further prayer request is made to Revd 

Barry Hengist at vicarstgeorge@gmail.com or on 020 8654 8747 before the relevant 
magazine copy deadline. 

Please ensure that you have (or would be given) the person’s permission for their 
name to be included in the magazine prayer list. 

Brenda Mark David 

Dave Catriona Doreen 

Terri Sonia Jean 

Christine Sue Rose 

Brian Hal Steve 

Dave Hugh Heather 

Helen Elizabeth Jean 

Bill Diane Eric 

Garth Martin Barbara 

Chidi Brian Ron 

Lynne Clive Doreen 

Sheila Norma Lindsey 

Julie Guner Margaret 

Fred Andy Martin 

   

   

mailto:vicarstgeorge@gmail.com
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Old Testament God and New Testament God 

It is a popular belief, within and outside the Church, that the Old Testament 

paints a picture of God which is about rules and regulations and about punish-

ment for breaking the rules and regulations; while the New Testament God is 

characterised by Love and Forgiveness.  Crudely put, these two aspects of God 

can be reconciled because the New Testament God in Jesus takes the punish-

ment on Himself..  Again emphasising the crudity, “Do good and you get re-

warded, Do bad and you get punished” is replaced by “Do good and you get 

rewarded, Do bad and Jesus gets punished”.  Very odd, but very comforting.  

Oh, and the crudity is not all that much of an exaggeration.  We have as real 

quotes: “God loves a cheerful sinner”, and “God will forgive: that is his job.”. 

Try these Old Testament and New Testament quotes (Message Version): Can 

you label them OT or NT?  1) “The sky will disintegrate and the earth dissolve 

before a single letter of God’s laws wears out.”  2) “You can’t serve both God 

and the Bank.”  3) Then those goats will be herded to their eternal doom, but 

the sheep to their eternal reward.”   4) “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, days 

the Lord,” (This is the traditional text, not the Message Version.  5) I’ll turn 

Heartbreak Valley into Acres of Hope.”  6) “I’ll marry you true and proper [my 

people] in love and tenderness.  7) “I’ve written your names on the backs of my 

hands.” 8) For the Compassionate One guides them...God has comforted his 

people.”    9) I lifted Israel like a baby to my cheek. 

The first four quotes are from the New Testament.  The second five are from the 

Old Testament. 

As any parent knows, it is not possible to support someone without having rules 

alongside kindness; and in some circumstances rules have to be enforced.. Or 

at least the consequences inherent in not obeying the rules have to stated.   

Too narrow an interpretation of what both Old and New Testaments say about 

crime and punishment  can lead to a virtue = prosperity message that is neither 

moral nor realistic.  Too heavy a focus on forgiveness as an automatic response 

to wrong-doing can undermine the loving reasons for doing right...and exclude 

personal responsibility for personal behaviour.  OT and NT both say “For God’s 

sake and your sake, do  your best to be your best. 
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Organisations  

St George’s Table Tennis Club (in the Church Hall) 

Tuesdays          8—10 p.m.  Doubles Table Tennis.   £3 per evening, including refresh-

ments.  New members welcome.  Contact  Ron 8656 9176, Ken 8654 3233.                 

 

Whist Drive (in the Church Hall) 

Wednesdays      7 45p.m.        Inquire in Hall Wednesday 7 - 7 45 p.m. 

 

Medau (in the Church Hall) 

Tuesdays           1.30-3.00p.m     Mrs Gammon                             01689 815646 

 

 

Goslings Pre-School: Tuesdays 9 30 –12; Wednesdays 9 30—2 30; Thursdays 9 30—12; 

Fridays 9 30—2 30.      Mrs Chris Marchant                   8656 0751              Open 

Shirley Neighbourhood Care Scheme    8662 9599   sncs1970@gmail.com 

Our Local Councillors and Safer Neighbourhood Police Teams          The divid-
ing line between Shirley North and South Wards is roughly the Wickham Road, but 
some roads at the Croydon end on the south side of Wickham Road (St John’s par-

ish) are in Shirley North Ward 

Shirley South Ward - Councillors: Jason Cummings (020 8651 2575) and Scott 
Roche (07783 152370)    Police Contact:  Phone 0208 721 2469                                         

Email  SNMailbox.ShirleySouthSNT@met.police. 

Shirley North Ward - Councillors:  Sue Bennett (0208 768 0561), Richard Chat-
terjee (07710 183564) and Mark Johnson (07716 092484).       Police Contact:    

Email SNMailbox.ShirleyNorthSNT@met.police.uk   Phone: 0208 721 2474. 

URGENT 999 (Other crime reports 101) 

The person who knows everything has a lot to learn. 

Zeal without knowledge is fanaticism. 

Wisdom is knowledge in action. 

It is entirely possible to know more than you understand. 
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Organisations   
St George’s Church Hall Bookings - 
Mrs Jan Payne                                                                                      8776 0185 
 
Overseas Missions Committee 
Mr Brian McGinnis, Ms Pauline Russell                                                  8654 6190         
 
St George’s Fellowship 
Contact Mrs Margaret Ziolek                        8650 2556         
Georgettes 
Contact                                            Mrs Sue Hengist                              8654 8747         
                                                        Mrs Jan Payne                                 8776 0185        
 

Beavers (Scout Hut) Boys and Girls age 6 to 8 approx.                            
Wednesdays 5-6.15p.m Rachel Dominguez                        07956 155909    
Cubs (Scout Hut)  Boys and Girls age 8 to 10.5 approx.                        
Wednesdays  6.30-8.00p.m Mr Trevor Thairs                            07843 752895   
Scouts (Scout Hut)  Boys and Girls age 10.5 to 14.5 approx.                 
Thursdays 6 30 - 8 p.m.                   Mr Darren Hawken                        07903 399185     
   
Rainbows (Church Hall) Girls age 5 to 7  
Tuesdays   5 - 6p.m                        Mrs Ruth Clery                                    8651 4116 
                                                                                                              07702 870030 
Brownies (Church Hall) Girls age 7 to 10  
Tuesdays     6.15-7.30p.m Miss Sheila Fenner                             8655 0023      
                                                                                                   fenner240@btinternet.com 
 
                                                                                                   

Guides (in the Church Hall) Girls age 10 to 16 
Fridays        6.00 -7 30p.m Mrs Ruth Clery                                    8651 4116 
                                                                                                              07702 870030            
Pop In (in the Church Hall)               
Mondays     10.30-12noon     
 

Those who really thirst for knowledge always get it. 
 

The more you know, the more you know you ought to know. 
 

Education should include knowledge of what to do with it. 
 

The highest knowledge is the knowledge of God. 
 

Knowing without doing is like ploughing without sowing. 
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St. George's Church Directory 
 
Churchwardens:      Mrs Jan Payne                                                              8776 0185                        
                                  Mrs Heather Barker                                                       8777 9280 
 
Members of the PCC 
Mr Derek Hands,  Mr Stephen Barker,  Mr Evan Russell,  Miss Sophie Clayton, Mrs Liz 
Bebington, Mr Alexander Baldwin-Smith, Mrs Jan Turner 
 
Hon. Secretary PCC.                                                                                        
Mr Eric Baldwin-Smith        
                                                                          
Treasurer                                                                         
        Miss Sophie Clayton                                                                        8777 0334 
 
Deanery Synod Representatives:   Mr Ray Wheeler (Diocesan Synod), Mrs Helen Aylward, 
Mrs A-L Clayton, Mrs Liz Bebington 
 
Stewardship Covenant Secretary                                                                    
 Miss Sheila Fenner                                                                                      8655 0023 
Electoral Roll Officer                                                                                         
 Mr. Owen Whalley                                                                         8655 1349 
 
Organist and Choir Mistress                                                                             
 MIss Sophie Clayton                                                                                    8777 0334 
                                                                                                                       07703554159 
Safeguarding Representatives                                                                    
 Mrs. Susan Wheeler.                                                                          8777 5271                                                          
Church Flowers 
 Mrs. Marion Sheehan                                                                          8777  7308  
Server Rota 
      Mr Ray Wheeler                                                                                            8777 5271   
Baptisms 
      Revd Barry Hengist                                                                          8654 8747 

Environment (ECO Group)  

     Mrs Jan Turner                                                                          8654 6352                  
The Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mr. Brian McGinnis      31 Woodmere Avenue, Shirley CR0 7PG                        8654 6190 

Accounts 
Mrs. Janet Fitt                                                                            87777823 
Adverts 
Janet Fitt or Brian McGinnis                                                                                

 


