
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: February 21: 2 Corinthians 3: 1-11 

If you wanted to check out a potential new partner, boss or employee, you would probably 

do on-line checking these days, but might also look for a CV and for letters of 

recommendation.   Supplies for the Covid crisis seem to have been bought by the 

Government with some use of letters of recommendation from A (who was known) about B, 

the potential supplier (who wasn’t known).  Romans 16 is a letter of recommendation from 

Paul for Phoebe, to the Christians in Rome.  In the 2nd Century, Lucian jokes that the 

Christians were very gullible, and got taken in by people claiming to be good guys – implying 

that taking up references was a necessary discipline.   So here is Paul, having been accused 

by some in Corinth of trying to write himself up as an Apostle; a bit nervous that what he 

has just been saying might be taken as another boastful blog; and well aware that some of 

his “foes” had produced letters of recommendation to boost their own claims.   It all makes 

sense.   What is unexpected is Paul saying in this section that he doesn’t need any such 

letters of recommendation; because the members of the Church in Corinth are his living 

testimonials.  You could understand the teacher whose pupils have all got A* at A level 

pointing to these results as a fair indication that (s)he is a good teacher.  But the two letters 

we have don’t always suggest that the Corinthian Christians are coming out with A*! 

If the newspaper reporter went round the St George’s congregation and asked “Is your life a 

letter that Christ has written?”, could we all say YES?    Maybe “is writing” would be easier 

to say with some degree of confidence? 

Another one of those difficult balancing acts:  Paul is saying “You are my converts”; but he is 

also saying “You are the recruits of Christ by the workings of the Holy Spirit.   Christian 

proper modesty is always tricky: If you blame yourself for everyone you haven’t brought to 

Christ, and credit the Holy Spirit entirely for all those you have worked with who have come 

to Christ, are you being just a little hard on yourself?   Paul is always saying “Not me, but 

Christ working through me”; but he can bring himself to say “I have fought the good fight”.  I 

think he deserves that credit.   

The New Covenant is a reference to Jeremiah 31.   We have to be careful with the Old 

Testament/Covenant v New Testament/Covenant comparison.  Paul can be misunderstood 

as saying Forget all that OT stuff, just focus on Jesus.   The comparisons he draws sometimes 

lend themselves to this misunderstanding.   In the same way, we can misunderstand the 

comparison between the glorious life of Christian Liberty and the death-making Jewish Law 

Keeping.   It was Jesus who is reported as saying that He came to fulfil the law, not to 

undermine it.   The Christian who says Damn the rules, I’m saved, is in grave danger of being 

damned.   If Christianity is summed up as “Love the Lord your God with all........, and your 

neighbour as yourself”, which of the Ten Commandments does that entitle you to break?  It 

might be argued that Love is a far harder task master than Law – remember Peter saying to 

Jesus “Ok to punch X’s face in once he has upset me seven times?”; and Jesus saying try 

70x7 and then keep going?  



Christianity is indeed glorious, with a glory out-shining and out-lasting the Old Testament 

base-line: which in turn was streets ahead of anything before it.  But, in terms of challenge, 

it is a good deal easier to say “Look at me, I’ve managed to keep most of the rules today”, 

than to say “Look at me, and see Jesus”!  


