
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: 28 February: 2 Corinthians 3.12 – 4.6 

3.18 and 4.6 are memorable punch lines.   But the best take-away quote is the description of 

Jesus as “The best picture of God we will ever get”.  It could well be that the blinding light 

imagery commended itself particularly to Paul because of his experience on the Damascus 

road – when the blinding light literally blinded him, and changed his life for ever.   Clearly, 

Paul was specially chosen and commissioned; and his highly individual story helps to explain 

his fervent commitment to ministry and perseverance in the face of all obstacles.   However, 

it is clear that he would not have bought into the idea that being a Christian and being a 

missioner are different things.   Paul sees all Christians as called to witness: (a) having been 

handed the light, they must want to share that light; (b) “Christ in you” means a transfigured 

you that must proclaim Christ; (c) even if you don’t feel mission-minded, there is no escape 

from others looking at you and expecting to see what being a Christian means. 

The Old Testament stuff might be a bit puzzling.   Remember that the Bible being read in the 

Corinthian church and in all the churches of the time was the Old Testament.   There was no 

New Testament.   Christian congregations heard the Old Testament in a radically changed 

way from non-Christian synagogue congregations.   The Christians had to grapple with why 

they in effect heard a Jesus Old Testament, while Jewish non-Christians heard what they had 

always heard.  The Moses stuff turns in part on translation issues.   If you see pictures of 

Moses with horns, this is because “horns” and “veil” got mixed up.  The earlier English 

translations had Moses wearing a veil while preaching, because he didn’t want to dazzle his 

audience, and indeed distract from the message, because of his shiny face.  Actually, he put 

the veil on after preaching – Paul suggests because the shine on his face faded.  What we do 

know is that Moses didn’t wear his veil when closeted with God: no point!  Really all that 

matters is that the Christian witness should stick to Him Him, and not lapse into Me Me. 

Paul stresses preaching the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.   Some cults, 

then and now, featured inner mysteries to be shared only with the specially favoured few.   

Yes, you have to learn gradually: a bit hard to take it all in at once.  But you might say that 

the whole point of theological study is to help getting the whole message to everyone; not 

to build up a treasure box of specialist knowledge for the few people who like that sort of 

thing. 

It always has been challenging (OT times, NT times, and ever since) to explain why some 

hear/see and believe (and change), and others hear/ see and don’t believe.   Paul half 

blames the devil; and it doesn’t see wholly daft to believe there are evil forces opposed to 

the Gospel.   (If people heard and saw Jesus, and said “Naaaah”; you can’t be too hard on 

yourself for not persuading all those you would really like to persuade.)    Two thoughts on 

this:   1) We are all of us a bit inclined to hear what we want to hear: what confirms our 

prejudices and makes us comfortable.  [May be the test of a good sermon is that we didn’t 

enjoy it!]  2) If what we say or do encourages someone to change just a very little bit for the 



better, that’s worth doing.   Freda dipped the toe of her shoe into the water; maybe 

swimming some other day?      


