
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: January 10: 1 Corinthians 15: 12-28: Some Notes 

Paul is challenging those Corinthians who had doubts about bodily resurrection to think 

through what their doubts meant: in terms of what they believed about the Resurrection of 

Jesus and who Jesus was/is, about the resurrection of themselves and their fellow 

believers, and about the whole Gospel preaching of Paul which had been centred on the 

Resurrection.   The two aspects of the package which perhaps need a bit of unpacking are:- 

1) the belief that death came into the world because of sin; and 2) the belief that there is a 

fundamental solidarity between human beings which means, among other things, that sin 

can be sort of inherited. 

1) There is a Genesis in particular suggestion that God created human beings to live, 

and that death was pushed into the equation because Adam and Eve sinned.   You 

might say that God put an end to an indefinite life of sinning, by time-limiting sinful 

life.    In other words, death was not part of the original Divine plan.   Presenting 

death in this way as both enemy and friend reflects human experience.   You might, 

however, feel that (a) it seems rather improbable that God was “caught off guard” 

by human sin; and that (b) human beings are quite long-lived compared with most 

living creatures despite being as far as we know the only creatures that sin.  Many 

innocently beautiful creatures last only a few days or indeed hours. 

2) “Original Sin” is a complicated sort of thing, but maybe a simplistic way of looking at 

it is that we inherit not so much ancestral sin as a strong temptation to take a short-

term view of self-interest as opposed to collective good and personal best.  If mum 

and dad are both in gaol, we are very impressed when son or daughter is always on 

their best behaviour. 

3) For a bonus point, note that goodness and redemption are also catching, even in 

cultures which don’t believe in solidarity as much as the Jews did and do.   

 

There are some powerful phrases here, in all the various versions.   You might want 

to pick out phrases that catch your attention.     Most versions use the term “all” to 

describe the inclusiveness of what Jesus did for us in Crucifixion and Resurrection.   

We might have different views about how inclusive “heaven” is; but note that Paul 

says not a word about “going to heaven”.   Paul is talking about transformation 

rather than about emigration!     Some of the commentaries are very keen to 

emphasise bodily resurrection.   In one way, they are absolutely right.   If the 

resurrected Jesus was showing us how it could be for us, he was showing something 

very different from spooks or vague “purely spiritual” presences which are more 

absent than present.   On the other hand, the body we are used to in this life means 

needing to eat and drink and wash and go to the toilet, and means constant 

change/renewal, deterioration, ageing, a wide range of limitations, and in many 

cases sex.  I’m not sure we would all sign up to the likelihood of the resurrection 



body having all these characteristics; or indeed to the dream of Mr Universe/ Miss 

World with 25 Olympic gold medals and the Nobel prizes for literature and science? 

 

Paul glances at Psalm 110 in verse 25 and Psalm 8 in verse 27.  Resurrection into the 

Kingdom represents the victory  of Truth, Goodness, Love and Life, over their 

opposites.    The slightly surprising picture of Jesus handing over authority to the 

Father might equally well be seen as the mission-fulfilled Son sharing the throne with 

the Father.  It isn’t easy to talk the language of the Trinity! 

 

Paul is a better judge than we are of what needed to be said to the Corinthians at 

that point in time.    I don’t think you would be guilty of heresy if  you also took on 

board:  (a) The reality of those who selflessly give of themselves for the benefit of 

others and in the cause of creating a better world, without any expectation of a 

heavenly reward.   (C.S. Lewis says something along these lines, in dealing with the 

criticism than Christians sometimes seem to be focussing on earning bonus points in 

the next life.)   (b) The reality that some people have argued that the Divine Messiah 

resurrecting might not be an exact precedent for us.    These folk sometimes take the 

line that Jesus “didn’t really die”.   Of course, if by “dying” they mean “cease to 

exist”, they are probably right... and would be right to say that ordinary mortals 

when they die also don’t cease to exist.   However, the Resurrection is about 

transformation (caterpillar to butterfly), not about continuing existence. 

 

Sorry to have gone on a bit! 

 


