
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: October 25th: 1 Corinthians 10.1-11.1: Some Notes 

It’s  helpful, but scary, to remember that only two of those who left Egypt got to settle in 

the Promised Land.  Paul is saying to those Corinthians who were patting themselves on the 

back as the new chosen people: watch that you don’t take things for granted.  (“God 

confidence, not self-confidence”!)  Two technical points:  First, the important aspect of the 

reference to the rock in the desert providing water as being Christ is the reminder that 

Christ didn’t start on Christmas Day.  The notion of the rock accompanying the Israelites on 

their travels is not to be found in the Bible.  It was a later Jewish tradition.   Second, Paul’s 

23,000 deaths is actually 24,000 in the Book of Numbers.  A good example of Paul relying on 

his memory, and not having either a Bible for reference, or a Concordance... or, of course, 

Google. 

It is really interesting (and splendidly inclusive) that Paul talks to the predominantly Gentile 

Corinthians about the Exodus Jews as “our ancestors”. 

I treasure “We must never try to get Christ to serve us, instead of us serving him.”   As if we 

would!   But pause for reflection.  How often do we pray “Lord, what would you like me to 

do?”, as compared with “Lord, what I would like you to do is.....”. 

You will recognise “The cup of blessing” terminology.  Paul isn’t making a big thing of 

parallels between pagan sacrifice meals and the Eucharist.   You might like to read this 

section in more than one Bible version.  Clearly, Paul is talking about the bread and wine as 

being rather more than just symbolic. 

Where we are talking not about meat in the Corinth butchers which might or might not have 

had a sacrificial past, but about meat which was avowedly the residue of a sacrificial animal, 

and part of an on-going “god”-related exercise: (a) it was commonly supposed that the 

“god” was sitting unseen at the party, and (b) there was at least a suggestion that the “god” 

or the “god’s” demons suffused the residual meat. 

One of the commentaries carries the “guilt by association” issue into present day situations.  

The Christian pastor was variously invited to: (i) a Mongol yurt meal where the host 

announced that the joint had been dedicated to his ancestor Jenghis Khan; (ii) a meal in a 

Hindu Temple where the Hindu gods were invoked; (iii) a meal in connection with a Masonic 

celebration.   I think I’m right in saying that the pastor accepted the first and second 

invitations while saying his own Grace, and turned down invitation three.  He was thinking 

of the effect on his own congregation, as Paul urges.   What would you have done?  


