
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: 1 Corinthians 6: 9-20: Some Notes 

Paul wrestles with Corinthian questions, and with the questions they should have been 

asking.  He recognises that some of the converts were living pretty grubby lives before they 

became Christians, and points out that now they have been rescued they are signed up to 

something better, and need to be aware of the risks of back-sliding.  Most of the bad 

practices listed are clear enough, and are not controversial in their black-listing.  

Homosexuality is the one that raises questions.  First a bit of background.  Male only sex for 

males was apparently quite unusual at the time, and there was no generally recognised 

same sex equivalent to marriage.  What was quite common  (for Emperors and prominent 

people and for more ordinary mortals) was sex with both men(or more likely boys) and 

women.  Paul’s focus, where sexual sin is concerned, is on casual, exploitative, abusive, no-

commitment sex, whether with the opposite sex or the same sex. 

Paul counters the “God gave us sex organs, so expects us to use them” argument, which was 

put forward by both Christians and pagans, with a strikingly original Christian argument – 

namely that God had taken on a human body, God had died for us in a human body, God 

promised resurrection of the human body.... So how dare we say the body doesn’t matter 

and we can do what we like with it as long as the soul stays clean.  He stamps on the 

popular notion of the body as a temporary encumbrance with no lasting significance.   He 

also throws into the argument the powerful point that as well as the two bodies being made 

one in sexual union, we are united/made one with Christ.   Long-term commitment sexual 

union doesn’t conflict with the believer/Christ union; but a one night stand with a prostitute 

does.  Here again, we need to look behind what seems a simplistic condemnation of people 

who sell sex (as well as those who buy it).   We need to ask why the sellers became sellers – 

probably most of them, then and now, had limited choice, and were exploited.  Emperor 

Nero’s favourite boy was a castrated child.  

Obviously, gluttony and drunkenness also betray the body – the human body in which Christ 

died and raised to immortality all human bodies.  It is as if someone had wiped their nose 

with an old piece of paper and thrown it away, and a friend had pointed out that the 

discarded bit of paper was a £1million bank note!   Just to ram the point home, Paul says 

forget about the pagan Temples in Corinth, forget about the Temple in Jerusalem.  “You, Mr, 

Mrs, Ms, MF Indeterminate, Corinthian ARE THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”.  

You might argue that Paul’s powerful case for respecting, hugely respecting, our own and 

other people’s bodies is a commentary on all sorts of things apart from abusive sex and 

other forms of self-indulgence/abuse such as gluttony.  Maybe it also bears on fashionable 

cosmetic surgery, on corporal punishment, on over-the-top tattooing and piercing, on 

prejudice against physical disability, on fashions which demean most normal bodies ...........? 


