
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: 1 Corinthians 4.14-5.5: Some Notes 

This is parental anger, not outsider anger: the parent doesn’t stop loving the child, and 

indeed suffers with and for the child.   Paul is very annoyed that sexual immorality has crept 

in, and that nobody has been bothered by it.   But note that throwing out the offender is not 

the end point: the end point is the offender repenting and getting put straight with God. 

Sleeping with your father’s wife (imagine young wife and adult son) runs against Leviticus 

18.8.   It is one of those offences which is on the list of possibilities because folk are living in 

close proximity without locked bedrooms; and one of those offences which can be hugely 

destructive to the family for the same reason.  Members of a household need to be able to 

trust each other.   Things can go wrong in households today, indeed a great deal of abuse is 

within “the family”.   I’m not sure whether the average congregation nowadays would be on 

Paul’s side, or on the side of the Corinthian church family which turned a blind eye to what 

was going on.   (Some years ago, there was a local church where a man came to the first 

service with one “wife” and to the second service with his other “wife”; and the vicar was 

presented with an awkward decision.) 

Setting aside what Inclusive Church means today, Paul’s starting point was that the pagans 

were shocked by what the church was allowing; and shocking the pagans was probably not a 

good thing.   (Given what the pagans in Corinth got up to, it is perhaps a little odd that they 

were shocked by this particular relationship.)   We don’t know what the father/husband 

thought about it all.  I’m guessing he was a pagan and his son a Christian. 

In terms of morality, is it “the rules” that matter more, or whether someone is being hurt 

that matters more?   


