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Gathering Hymn -  We plough the fields     (705) 
 

We plough the fields, and scatter 
the good seed on the land,  
but it is fed and watered 
by God's almighty hand:  
He sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes, and the sunshine, 
and soft, refreshing rain. 

All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above; 
then thank the Lord, 
O thank the Lord, for all his love. 

 

He only is the Maker 
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower, 
he lights the evening star; 
he fills the earth with beauty, 
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children, 
he gives our daily bread.   Chorus 
 

We thank thee then, O Father, 
for all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer 
for all thy love imparts, 
and, what thou most desirest, 
our humble, thankful hearts.  Chorus 
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We Gather 
 

 We meet in the name of God 
 who is Father, Son, 
  and Holy Spirit.   
 Amen. 
        
The Greeting  
 

 The Lord of all creation be with you 
 and also with you. 

   

Informal words of welcome. 
 

Prayer of Preparation  
 

 In a moment of quiet let’s prepare ourselves to talk with God. 
 

 Lord God, 
  We know that you are here  
 and that you listen to our prayers.  
 We open our hearts to ask or tell you  
 something which is important to us   
 knowing that we are important to you.  Amen. 
 

God our Father, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 



We are thoughtless, 
and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 

We listen to God’s Word 
The Prayer for the Week 
 
Let us pray that our worship will bring us closer to the one who has 
created all things. 

 

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea, and the rhythm of the seasons; 
as we thank you for the harvest,  
may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory in the highest to the God of heaven! 
Peace to all your people through the earth be given! 
Mighty God and Father, thanks and praise we bring, 
Singing hallelujah to our heavenly king. 
 

Jesus Christ is risen, God the Father's Son! 
With the Holy Spirit, you are Lord alone! 
Lamb once killed for sinners, all our guilt to bear, 
Show us now your mercy, now receive our prayer. 
 

Christ the world's true Saviour, high and holy One, 
Seated now and reigning from your Father's throne: 
Lord and God, we praise you! Highest heaven adores: 
In the Father's glory, all the praise be yours! 



A reading from  the Book of Ruth                                       Ruth 2.4-19 (CEV) 
 
When Boaz left Bethlehem and went 
out to his field, he said to the harvest 
workers, “The Lord bless you!” They 
replied, “And may the Lord bless you!” 
Then Boaz asked the man in charge of 
the harvest workers, “Who is that 
young woman?” The man answered, 
“She is the one who came back from 
Moab with Naomi. She asked if she 

could pick up grain left by the harvest workers, and she has been working 
all morning without a moment’s rest.” Boaz went over to Ruth and said, “I 
think it would be best for you not to pick up grain in anyone else’s field. 
Stay here with the women and follow along behind them, as they gather 
up what the men have cut. I have warned the men not to bother you, and 
whenever you are thirsty, you can drink from the water jars they have 
filled.” Ruth bowed down to the ground and said, “You know I come from 
another country. Why are you so good to me?” Boaz answered, “I’ve heard 
how you’ve helped your mother-in-law ever since your husband died. You 
even left your own father and mother to come and live in a foreign land 
among people you don’t know. I pray that the Lord God of Israel will 
reward you for what you have done. And now that you have come to him 
for protection, I pray that he will bless you.” Ruth replied, “Sir, it’s good of 
you to speak kindly to me and make me feel so welcome. I’m not even one 
of your servants.” At mealtime Boaz said to Ruth, “Come, eat with us. Have 
some bread and dip it in the sauce.” Right away she sat down with the 
workers, and Boaz handed her some roasted grain. Ruth ate all she wanted 
and had some left over. When Ruth got up to start picking up grain, Boaz 
told his men, “Don’t stop her, even if she picks up grain from where it is 
stacked. Be sure to pull out some stalks of grain from the bundles and 
leave them on the ground for her. And don’t speak harshly to her!” Ruth 
worked in the field until evening. Then after she had pounded the grain off 
the stalks, she had a large basket full of grain. She took the grain to town 
and showed Naomi how much she had picked up. Ruth also gave her the 
food left over from her lunch. Naomi said, “Where did you work today? 
Whose field was it? God bless the man who treated you so well!” Then Ruth 
told her that she had worked in the field of a man named Boaz. 
 



Gospel Hymn - Lord of all your love's creation (SP113) 
 

Lord of all your love's creation,  
present in each time and place, 
may this earthly house of worship 
be a source of heavenly grace. 
Spirit, who at Christ's baptizing 
came upon him as a dove, 
come, renew for us that symbol, 
seal us in God's faith and love. 
 

Word of God, made flesh in Jesus, 
help us read, mark, learn and feed 
on your written word of power, 
reaching to our every need. 
For the preaching of the gospel, 
making known your word to all, 
Lord, we pray, and for the preachers 
humbly answering your call. 
 

When we meet around your table, 
Lord, be here in bread and wine, 
real to us who find your presence 
in the world as in this sign. 
Christ, whose cross is foolish wisdom, 
teach us sacrificial ways 
to reveal your truth to strangers, 
welcome them in pilgrims' praise. 
 
The Gospel 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke      Luke 6.17-31 (CEV) 
 

Jesus and his apostles went down from the mountain and came to some 
flat, level ground. Many other disciples were there to meet him. Large 
crowds of people from all over Judea, Jerusalem, and the coastal cities of 
Tyre and Sidon were there too.  



These people had come to listen to 
Jesus and to be healed of their 
diseases. All who were troubled by 
evil spirits were also healed. 
Everyone was trying to touch 
Jesus, because power was going 
out from him and healing them all. 
Jesus looked at his disciples and 
said: 

 

God will bless you people who are poor. 
    His kingdom belongs to you! 
God will bless you hungry people. 
    You will have plenty to eat! 
God will bless you people who are crying. 
    You will laugh! 
 

God will bless you when others hate you and won’t have anything to do 
with you. God will bless you when people insult you and say cruel things 
about you, all because you are a follower of the Son of Man. Long ago your 
own people did these same things to the prophets. So when this happens 
to you, be happy and jump for joy! You will have a great reward in heaven. 
 

But you rich people are in for trouble. 
     You have already had an easy life! 
You well-fed people are in for trouble. 
    You will go hungry! 
You people who are laughing now are in for trouble. 
You are going to cry and weep! 
 

You are in for trouble when everyone says good things about you. That is 
what your own people said about those prophets who told lies. This is 
what I say to all who will listen to me: 
 

Love your enemies, and be good to everyone who hates you. Ask God to 
bless anyone who curses you, and pray for everyone who is cruel to you. If 
someone slaps you on one cheek, don’t stop that person from slapping you 
on the other cheek. If someone wants to take your coat, don’t try to keep 
back your shirt. Give to everyone who asks and don’t ask people to return 
what they have taken from you. Treat others just as you want to be 
treated. 



Gospel Hymn (Reprise) - Lord of all your love's creation  
 

Praise to God whose power within us 
helps us more than we can say, 
in the church, and in Christ Jesus, 
in each age, and day by day.  
So we join in common worship, 
sharing in this house of prayer; 
come, Lord God, among your people: 
may all say that 'God is there!' 
 

HarvestTalk 
 

The Creed 
Deacon  Let us affirm our faith 

in God the Creator, 
God the redeemer and 
God the sustainer. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray to God the almighty, the King of creation. 
 

Lord in your mercy                       (or)     Lord, hear us 
Hear our prayer                                         Lord, graciously hear us 

 

At the end of the prayers we say… 
 

Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 

We come to be fed 

The Peace 
 

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; 
And the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
And all the trees of the fields shall clap their hands. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 
Deacon     Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 
Hymn of the Gifts - I’m going to paint a perfect picture 
 

Chorus 
I’m going to paint a perfect picture, 
a world of make-believe, 
no more hunger, war or suffering, 
the world I’d like to see. 
 
The blackbird sings in the hedgerow, 
the white owl sleeps in the barn, 
the brown geese fly, a group in the sky, 
the yellow chick pecks the corn. 
 



The stream runs clear through the meadow, 
the wheat ears swell with the grain, 
the oak trees give them shelter and shade, 
the sunlight bursts through the rain. 
 
The farmers gather the harvest, 
the children play by the mill, 
the cattle chew and flick up their tails, 
the ponies graze on the hill. 
 
Preparation of the Table  
        

The bread and wine for communion are brought to the altar. 
      

 As the grain once scattered in the fields 
  and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside 
  are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, 
  so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together 
  from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is the table not of the church, but of the Lord. 
It is to be made ready for those who love him  
and who want to love him more. 
So come, you who have much faith  
and you who have little. 
You who have been here often  
and you who have not been for a long time. 
You who have tried to follow 
and you who have failed. 
Come, not because I invite you; it is our Lord. 
It is His will that those who want him should meet him here. 



The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you   (or)    The Lord is here. 
and also with you.                    His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Young person Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
  Listen, and we will hear. 
 

Lord of all life, 
you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 
 

You give us the fish in the sea, 
the birds of the air, 
the beasts of the field, 
and every plant and tree;  
the life that sleeps in the winter earth 
and awakens again in the spring. 
 

You made us all, 
each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels and sing your praise: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away,  
you sent Jesus, your Son.  
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 



Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ's body and his blood. 
 

Young person Why do we share this bread and wine? 
  Listen, and we will hear. 

 

On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples,  
saying: 
'This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.' 
 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
'This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.' 
 

So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 
 

Young person How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
  Listen, and we will hear. 

 

Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 
 

And now with Blessed Mary, St George, and all your saints 
we give you glory, 
through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 
today and for ever. 

    Amen.   



The Lord's Prayer 
 

Seeking the redemption of creation, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen.  
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Agnus Dei 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 
 

God's holy gifts 
for God's holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen. 

 



The Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

Those who, for whatever reason, feel unable to receive the blessed bread are 

invited to make this their silent prayer.   

My Jesus, I love you above all things. How I long to receive you with my 

brothers and sisters at the table you have prepared. Since I cannot at this 

moment receive you in bread and wine according to your promise in the 

sacrament of Holy Communion, I ask you to feed me with the manna of 

your Holy Spirit and nourish me with your Holy presence. I unite myself 

wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from your love. Amen 

Communion  Hymn  (1) - Like a mighty river flowing (395) 
 
1  Like a mighty river flowing, 
like a flower in beauty growing, 
far beyond all human knowing 
   is the perfect peace of God. 
 
2  Like the hills serene and even, 
like the coursing clouds of heaven, 
like the heart that's been forgiven 
   is the perfect peace of God. 
 

3  Like the summer breezes playing, 
like the tall trees softly swaying, 
like the lips of silent praying 
   is the perfect peace of God. 
 
4  Like the morning sun ascended, 
like the scents of evening blended, 
like a friendship never ended 
   is the perfect peace of God. 
 

 5  Like the azure ocean swelling, 
like the jewel all-excelling, 
far beyond our human telling 
   is the perfect peace of God. 
 


Communion  Hymn (2) - Think of a world without any flowers       (662) 
 

Think of a world without any flowers, 
think of a world without any trees, 
think of a sky without any sunshine, 
think of the air without any breeze. 
We thank you, Lord, for flowers and trees and sunshine, 
we thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 



Think of the world without any animals, 
think of a field without any herd, 
think of a stream without any fishes, 
think of a dawn without any bird. 
We thank you, Lord, for all your living creatures, 
we thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 
 

Think of a world without any people, 
think of a street with no-one living there, 
think of a town without any houses, 
no-one to love and nobody to care. 
We thank you, Lord, for families and friendships, 
we thank you, Lord, and praise your holy name. 

 

After Communion Prayer for the week   
 

Lord of the harvest,  
with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation  
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:  
by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us  
and make us generous and wise stewards  
      of the good things we enjoy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

We give thanks for the gift of our children and 
young people 
 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for the children and 
young people of this parish family. Bless and 
guide all those who encourage them on their 
journey of faith, today and always. Amen 
 

The notices and any banns of marriage are read. 



We are sent into the world 

The Blessing 
 

May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the source of all goodness and growth, 
pour his blessings upon all things created, 
and upon you his children, 
that you may use his gifts to his glory 
and the welfare of all peoples 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 
Final Hymn -  Fill your hearts 
 
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
Sing and praise your God and mine! 
Great the Lord in love and wisdom, 
Might and majesty divine! 
He who framed the starry heavens 
Knows and names them as they shine 
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
Sing and praise your God and mine! 
 

Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 
Wounded souls his comfort know. 
Those who fear him find his mercies, 
Peace for pain and joy for woe; 
Humble hearts are high exalted, 
Human pride and power laid low. 
Praise the Lord, his people, praise him! 
Wounded souls his comfort know. 
 



Praise the Lord for times and seasons,  
Cloud and sunshine, wind and rain; 
Spring to melt the snows of winter 
Till the waters flow again; 
Grass upon the mountain pastures, 
Golden valleys thick with grain. 
Praise the Lord for times and seasons, 
Cloud and sunshine, wind and rain; 
 

Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
Peace and plenty crown your days! 
Love his laws, declare his judgements, 
Walk in all his words and ways; 
He the Lord and we his children, 
Praise the Lord, all people, praise! 
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness, 
Peace and plenty crown your days! 
 

 

Everyone is invited to stay on after the service for 
a coffee in the hall.   

 

Gifts of tinned, dried and packet foods are being collected in aid of 
the Manna Society. For an idea of their most needed items see: 

https://www.mannasociety.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/HF-list-2021.pdf 

or to donate online 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/7580#!/DonationDetails 

Fresh produce will be passed to the Shrublands Foodbank. 
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