
Monday Evening Bible Reading Group: 1 Corinthians Chapter 2: 1-13 

It is natural enough to acquire one commentary to supplement your personal knowledge of 

New Testament Greek and New Testament history, and to assume that where your personal 

knowledge is a bit shaky, the commentator will make up for this with his or her expertise.  

(As when at home in the early days, you checked things out with your parents, or at school 

you checked things out with a teacher.  It shakes you when your parents diverge, or when 

two teachers disagree.)  So it’s quite healthy when a commentator happens to mention that 

he or she disagrees with some other commentator.  With this letter, some commentators 

see Paul getting on his high horse and being unduly harsh with “opposing” leaders and their 

followers; while others praise his humility.   Other commentators claim Paul in support of 

their sort of church, and see Paul as championing “true inspiration” against various forms of 

heresy.   Others see him as championing unity in diversity.  For the “Corinthians” reader, 

there is also the difficulty that “check it out with Jesus” and “the Spirit will show what’s 

true” is good advice; but some folk are absolutely convinced that Jesus/the Spirit has told 

them that green is red; and lots of other folk enthusiastically believe them! 

I’d risk saying in relation to Paul’s emphasis on the stark simplicity of the cross, as against 

fancy words and grandiose ideas, that we need to take seriously the sermon we don’t want 

to hear, and be cautious about the sermon we do want to hear.  I love the comment of the 

convert from crime and alcoholism to Christianity that he couldn’t be absolutely certain 

about Jesus turning water into wine; but he knew with absolute certainty that Jesus had 

turned beer into furniture.  

Paul praises Christianity which doesn’t just enhance the vocabulary, but stirs the heart and 

changes the person.  “Spiritual highs” are fine.   What matters is being a new person.       

The quote is not from any known Bible text, but is believed to be from Wisdom literature 

circulating at that time.    There is an echo here from Jesus’ “Father, forgive: they don’t 

know what they’re doing.  

Paul splits Jesus learning into the facts of Jesus, and the significance of Jesus.  The further 

instruction in the mysteries is not about “secret Knowledge”, but a reminder that Christians 

always have more to learn: at 9, at 19 at 90.  Christian pilgrims/ disciples have never arrived.  

(I’m attracted by the C S Lewis idea that learning/discovery goes on in the next life too.   

That would make “eternity” more attractive!   There is also a warning here against claiming 

to know it all: we have to live with the unknown, the incomprehensible, the inexplicable.   

The nice aspect of this is that some folk without academic credentials get to the heart of the 

Jesus story in a way that clever folk don’t. 


