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Services at St. George's Church 
Continuing uncertainty about what changes there might be in the rules and the possibilities, so 
please check with one of us before coming.   June Sundays 10 a.m. Eucharist live: please 
book with Jan Payne (8776 0185) to ensure social distancing.  The service will also be avail-
able via live-streaming.  See website or contact Barry about access to the on-line option.   
 
Monday to Friday Morning Prayer 9 30 a.m. on Zoom.        See website or contact Barry about 
access. 
 
For Baptism, Banns and Marriage, Communion of the house-bound, and other pastoral matters: 
please contact Reverend Barry Hengist on 020 8654 8747  Please only contact Barry in emer-
gencies on Fridays, his normal day off. 

 

Vicar:  The Reverend Barry Hengist                                   barryhengist@gmail.com 

2 The Grove, West Wickham BR4 9JS     07947 068209 020 8654 8747 

 

Senior Hon. Curate: The Reverend Carol Jones                                

                                                                                                                020 8777 6247 

Hon. Curate: The Reverend Hilary Fife                               thefifes19@gmail 

                                                                    07931 761320                     020 8654 8685 

 

Reader: Mr Ray Wheeler                                                                       020  8777 5271                                                                        

Reader: Mrs Liz Bebington                                                                   020 8777 4840                                                               

 

Website: www.stgeorgeschurch.co.uk 

Parish Office: parish.office@hotmail.co.uk                     
 

 

 

 
Festival of      Corpus Christi 
Celebrating         Holy Communion 
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A View from the Vicarage 

 
 

Step 4  
not before 

21 June 
 

I wonder which picture sums up your attitude to the planned Step 4 out 

of lockdown when the Government “hopes to be in a position to remove all 

legal limits on social contact.”  Are you poised to go like a sprinter off the 

blocks or do you feel like you’re coming out of hibernation and still a bit 

wary?  Or perhaps you’re a mixture of both—can’t wait to get back to 

meeting people but a little wary that others may start hugging strangers.  
 

St. Paul addressed a dilemma that was facing the church at Corinth when 

they were trying to decide whether Christians should eat meat that had 
been offered to idols. In his wisdom Paul refrained from making a yes/no 

decision but gives the following advice ‘“Everything is permissible,” but not 

everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible,” but not everything is edify-

ing. No one should seek his own good, but the good of others.’  (1 Cor 10.23) 
 

While the situation we face is totally different, the advice is quite appro-

priate.  We may be permitted to meet whoever we like wherever we like 

but would that be beneficial?  And not just to us, but to others - to the 

whole of society.   
 

So if you’re someone who is planning to meet as many people as possi-

ble, then spare a thought for those who may seem reticent to meet you. 

Yes, they may be thinking of their own vulnerability, but they may also be 

thinking of your’s and others’.  Let’s approach Step 4 with sensitivity and 

remember that many of the activities we look forward to re-engaging 

with are facilitated by individuals with their own concerns.   
 

“No one should seek his own good, but the good of others.’” 
 

Barry 
Vicar 
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 Her Majesty  

Queen Elizabeth II 

The Queen is one of the few 

people who has two birthdays 

each year.   Her official birth-

day is in June, because the 

weather is likely to be better 

for official celebrations.   This 

June, her first June without 

Prince Philip, she will officially 

be 95.  (Two birthdays neither means getting old twice as rapidly as anyone 

else, nor getting two lots of presents.) 

At the time of her 90th birthday, one of those anonymous people beloved of 

church magazine editors reported some of the Queen’s Christmas Message 

words from earlier years which lift the curtain on her deep personal faith: a faith 

she lives rather than preaches.  In 2002, she said: “I know just how much I rely 

on my own faith to guide me through the good times and the bad.   Each day is a 

new beginning.  I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is 

right, to take the long view, to give of  my best in all that the day brings, and to 

put my trust in God.” 

In times past, men (mainly) went flat out to become monarchs, and, in the West, 

selectively quoted the Bible to support “the Divine right of Kings/Queens”.  

Queen Elizabeth II had greatness forced upon her - the abdication of her uncle 

and then the death of her father.  I’m reminded (yet again) of the very powerful 

statement by a black woman about certain white South African top men: “I won-

der what I would have done if I had been them?”  The Queen inherited privilege, 

and power of a sort; but what she signed up to was responsibility and the duty of 

service.... and, of course, the impossibility of ever having a private life (or a pri-

vate family life). 

The Queen knows her Bible.   (She received it as a guide, not as a ceremonial 

object!)  Her model has been Christ the Servant King, not the monarch that the 

Jews borrowed from their neighbours against a certain Divine reluctance. 
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Sitting Down and Standing Up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           £289                                                      
£60 
 

It is surprising how often you read a novel or a history book and wonder what they 
did for a loo: the round the world yacht person or aviator, the astronaut, or the 
soldier in the battle, or the person in church for three hours on Sunday morning, 
or the Speaker in the House of Commons in times past presiding over an all-day 
debate.  Often, we can only, indelicately, guess.   We know about the Speaker: 
they put a screen round him when he needed it.  (One of the Latin names for a 
toilet was the necessarium, which says it all.) 
 
This Lent, St George’s followed St John’s  in toilet twinning - raising £426.  The 
twinning means that there will be a certificate in various of our bathroom facilities 
naming a facility that we funded in a “Third World” country.  It doesn’t, of course, 
mean that we are paying for someone else to have what we have: high quality 
plumbing, water supply, and waste disposal.  Those of us who are getting on in 
years remember the privy, the shed, emptying the cess pit/night soil, and singing 
to deter other visitors to the shed.  A lady told me of sitting on “the throne” with a 
rat sniffing around. 
 
So we can claim some credit for a latrine in Panyagor (South Sudan), a toilet 
block ladies and gents)  in Maravanyika Village (Zimbabwe), a toilet in Outa 
(Burkina Faso), and a water tap in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  With 
facilities to use, there is a basis for hygiene education....and fewer health hazards 
and greater dignity and safety. 
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Some notes for you to note 

 Deadline for the July Magazine: Sunday June 26th.  

 The Bible Reading Group “meets” on Mondays at 7 30 p.m. During the 
virus shut-down, this means reading at home and sharing thoughts on 
Zoom or by post.  New regular or occasional members are always wel-
come,  You can see the notes on the parish website Bible Group blog.  Our 
Zoom meetings last 40 minutes.  Contact Brian McGinnis if you would like 
to be included; or to be a non-Zoom participant.  We are currently reading 
Paul’s Letters from Prison (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon).  
Free copy of Tom Wright commentary on offer: ring  8654 6190.   

 The Book Reading Group shares monthly (Email or post), in theory 
monthly on a Thursday.  New regular or occasional members always wel-
come.  On Thursday June 10th we are sharing “At the foot of the cross 
with Julian of Norwich” by Emma Pennington.  Fancy joining us?   If so, 
contact 8654 6190. Mother Julian was, and is, a remarkable woman.  One 
of the “greats” of the Universal Church. 

 The Shrublands Food Bank: Website: www.shrublandstrust.org   The col-
lecting box is in the porch at 31 Woodmere Avenue.  Money donations can 
be sent direct to 7 Broom Road, Shirley, Croydon CR0 8NG, or put through 
the letter box of 31 Woodmere Avenue.  If you want to deliver supplies di-
rect to the Food Bank: use the back entrance - Thursday 12 noon to 2 p.m.   

 Marmalade for Overseas Missions:  2021 marmalade now available in 
large quantities (despite Brexit). .  If ordered in advance (020 8654 6190 
or dunaigh2@btinternet.com), jars can be collected from 31 Woodmere 
Avenue porch, and donations put through the letter box.  All donations go to 
USPG.   Hoping for Jam supplies in due course, if the blossom survives the 
climate and the birds - especially the parakeets and woodpigeons. 

 Our Place, Our Space:   I used to go for walks with a severely disabled 
young woman.   She died in 1991.  Elizabeth had no family, and had grown 
up in care, as one of a number of first children, then young people, then 
adults, who had diverse but extensive support needs.  For most of the time 
most of the (non-disabled) people she encountered were there to meet her 
needs - not least tea at any hour of the day or night.  So she was likely on a 
walk to wander up a house path when she thought it was tea time.  We are 
lucky to have church grounds where many non-church goers feel at home: 
to walk, to sit, to look, to find peace.  Our shared space.        

PAGE 6 

Saint George’s Parish Magazine June 2021   

A Parish Prayer  
Lord, 

I look through the microscope,                                                                                       
and realise that you have an eye for detail. 

Help me to remember  
that the small things matter. 

If it weren’t for all the small things,                                                                           
there wouldn’t be any big things. 
No small people = No big people. 

I may be small; but I mater. 

 
 

Churches Together in Shirley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Prayer Meetings 
 

Prayer notes will be Emailed to member Churches.  Ask 
dunaigh2@btinternet.com if you would like a copy.  We hope to offer a Zoom 
option on the dates and at the times below, pending restoration of normal physi-
cal meetings.  Contact the same Email for details. 
 

Wednesday June 2nd at 7 30 p.m. 
Wednesday July 7th at 7 30 p.m. 

Wednesday August 4th at 7 30 p.m. 
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Processions: Why? 
 

If, when next you visit the dentist, you were 
ushered to the chair by a receptionist, and 
then asked to stand again as the dentist en-
tered the consulting room preceded by the 
dental nurse carrying a bowl and a syringe 
while a tape recorder played “Teeth are for 
ever”, you might have cause to wonder why.  
As the dentist is harder to access in Covid 
times, the church procession is rather sparser 
than in ordinary times.   There may be just 
three or four people processing round the 
church, rather than 7 or 8 or 20... instead of 

walking in a straight line between vestry and sanctuary.  I won’t be alone in having 
experienced in more social times a congregation of 4 and a procession of 23...or a 
College Chapel service procession with the College hierarchy jostling for position. 
 
So, why processions?   First, while they are a convention, they are not a necessi-
ty.   If any of the potentially processing parties are not fit to process, they don’t 
process.... and nobody thinks any the less of them for not processing.  If circum-
stances or personal choice push that way, there may be no procession: people 
just come in, and when the clock strikes the service begins.    The bishop is un-
likely to demand a procession from a non-processing church; and it would be hard 
for a procession-loving person to find a text to wave under the nose of the Vicar 
and Wardens in demanding “Give us back our procession!” 
 
As to “Why?” - There is an element of Old Testament practice in Church of Eng-
land practice.  Historically, Jewish people treasured the opportunity to process up 
the hill to the Temple and into the Temple.  They created some of the Psalms for 
the express purpose of celebrating while processing.  To some extent, the proces-
sion was the congregational part of Temple worship (though musicians etc were 
also very much involved), since a great deal of what happened in the Temple was 
the business of Priests and Levites.  The religious convention mirrors the ancient 
civil tradition of a procession to mark the beginning and the ending of important 
things.  The dictionary is interesting on “procession”.  What stands out is the con-
cept of coming together to undertake something as a shared enterprise. 
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Your Luggage and My Luggage (A Gap Filler) 
 

A number of family combinations are considering their contributions to this new 
series.  The Editor is filling this temporary gap with fairly firm views on what his 
own choices might be, and some speculation about what his parents might have 
chosen.  Volunteer contributors welcome. 
Favourite Book:  Thomas Hardy’s “Under the Greenwood Tree”. Parents’ favourite 
books:  C.S. Forester’s “Hornblower and the Hotspur” and Dornford Yates’ “The 
House that Berry Built”. 
Favourite Poem:  C.S. Lewis’s “Love.  Parents’ favourite poems: Rudyard Kipling’s 
“Gunga Din” and Robert Burns’ “Bonny Mary”. 
Favourite Music:  Mozart’s “Eine Kleine Nacht Musik”.  Parents’ favourite music: 
Ivor Novello’s “We’ll gather lilacs” and “Che gelida manina” from Puccini’s “La Bo-
heme, 
Favourite Place:  Lindisfarne.   Parents’ favourite places: Kelvingrove (Glasgow) 

and Loch Lomond. 
A pair of creatures:  Pied Wagtails.  
(These birds brighten up even shop-
ping centre car parks with their noisy 
business.)   Parents’ pairs of crea-
tures:  Red squirrels and horses.  
(My father was in the Royal Horse 
Artillery.) 
 

A favourite Thing: A crucifix made from a car 
blown up in the Northern Ireland “troubles”.  Par-
ents’ favourite things: camphor wood chest from 
Singapore and tiny but beautiful wedding present 
coffee set. (Coffee set ideal for folk not very keen 
on coffee.) 
Favourite clothing: School boater.  Parents’ fa-
vourite clothing:  Trilby hat and a winter dress 
Something new to learn:  Music (but I’ve been promising that for 25 years, and 
done nothing about it).  Parents’ new thing to learn:  Gaelic (Scottish or Irish) and 
embroidery. 
 
Brian McGinnis   
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 More about Trees 

 

Biblical Trees: The tree article in the May magazine invited you to list trees 
mentioned in the Bible.  This isn’t easy, even with an index.  First, those who 
wrote the Bible were (with one possible exception) not tree experts.  Second. 
Those who translated the Bible into English probably didn’t know much about 
trees, and knew even less about trees in Palestine etc.   Third, paraphrases 
such as the Message Version are prone to substitute roughly equivalent trees  
more familiar to their readers.  Fourth, it is likely that “development” and war 
have reduced a lot of trees, in earlier Bible times, to the relatively treeless pre-
sent day reality.  A short Biblical tree/shrub list would include Acacia (Shittim), 
Caroub (Locust Bean), Cedar, Fig, Gourd, Juniper, Myrtle, Oak, Olive, Palm, 
Sycamore, Terebinth and Thorn.  (We have in the church grounds rough equiva-
lents of 7 of these.) 
 
Tree Quotations:  I think that I shall never 
see A billboard lovely as a tree.   Perhaps 
unless the billboards fall, I’ll never see a 
tree at all. 
 
A fool sees not the same tree that a wise 
man sees. 
 
Poems are made by fools like me; But only God can make a tree. 
 
In a drear-knighted December, Too happy, happy, tree, Thy branches ne’er re-
member Their green felicity. 
 
Remove an old tree, and it will die. 
 
O dreamy, gloomy, friendly trees. 
 
When caught by the tempest, whatever it 
be, If it lightens and thunders, beware of a 
tree. 
 
Set trees poor and they will grow rich; Set them rich and they will grow poor.      
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The Vicar’s Job 

 

One of the delights of Churches Together in 

Shirley is encountering the range of “vicars” 

present and active within that community.  

There was a time when, within the Church of 

England, there was a fair degree of consensus 

that the vicar was the man who took the ser-

vices, did the pastoral work, and ran the parish.  

Generally, you didn’t ask “What did you do be-

fore you became a vicar?” because you ex-

pected the answer to be “school and college”.  

Vicars, of course, varied in skills (and weaknesses), and indeed (looking far back) 

in presence in the parish or parishes for which they were nominally responsible. 

 

Churches Together diversity reflects not just human difference, but the still devel-

oping diversity of greater gender equality, much greater recognition of “lay minis-

try”, different interpretations of what a priest is, very different traditions regarding 

“authority” (collective or hierarchical) in the church community, and the challenge 

of who does what during gaps in having a “vicar” (minister, pastor, priest...).  I 

notice in a Cornish church magazine that a (female) vicar returning from a sabbat-

ical break credits one of her lay gap fillers with “knowing her Bible much better 

than I do”. 

 

What is really interesting about the cartoon, as some readers will have noticed 

immediately, is that it is a modern version of a very old true story,   A recent re-

cruit to a monastery was struggling to find their unique place in the monastic com-

munity - not being a scholar, or a musician, or an artist, or a cook, or a gardener.  

The odd one out was by training an entertainer, a juggler.  The abbot found him 

early one morning juggling in front of the altar: offering to God his unique skills.  

The abbot said “Yes!”, not “No!”.  Can we do the same?  
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Should Christians Vote? 
 

First, apologies that the Publisher picture 

bank is basically American, and therefore 

offers an American ballot box.   You could 

argue, of course, that we gave the Ameri-

cans democracy.... which is arguably true, 

though historically debatable.   Had Publish-

er been created in another country (strong in technology but weak in democracy) 

there might not have been a picture of a ballot box, or there might have been a 

picture but it would have represented, for that country, a joke rather than a dem-

ocratic reality.  (Before we get too gung ho about our democracy, it was in Eng-

land and in the context of a church appointment that the instruction went out: 

“You shall hold a free election, and you shall elect X”. ) 

There are religious groups that teach their followers to focus on God things and 

ignore secular things.  God governs, and human beings making decisions about 

government is a waste of time. Given that, locally and nationally, we all depend 

on government decisions and government action, and given that believers can’t 

opt out of paying for and benefiting from elected decision makers, praying then 

voting then praying for those elected does seem more God-orientated than leav-

ing voting to non-believers. 

Watching all day (well for 13 hours) as elderly and disabled people for whom 

even the church drive was a long walk and a considerable effort made their way 

to vote, I found myself giving thanks to God for having a vote and therefore a 

voice, for service-minded people willing to stand, and for people willing to vote. 
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Uniformed Children and Young People’s Organisations 
Meeting at St George’s 

 

Please see page 27 for up-dated details of what is happening when, and who to 
contact.   The various organisations are adapting to the Covid regulations from 
time to time: including heat testing and numbers restrictions where required.   As 
host to these organisations, we hope in the fullness of time to be able to offer 
improved modern premises.  In the meantime, we are very happy to be associat-
ed with them - in a tradition going back to the late 1930’s.   A lot has changed for 
them and for us over those 83 years - including mixed sex scouting, and the cre-
ation of Rainbows and Beavers. 
 
Mixed Sex Groups:  Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are now meeting again, in the 
Scout Hut.  Beavers and Cubs on Wednesdays; Scouts on Thursdays. 
 
Girl Guiding in the Pandemic 
Over the past 12 months, the Brownies and Guides have been meeting on 
Zoom. It was a very steep learning curve for the leaders (and I still haven’t 
worked out how to stop scribbles on my presentation from a particular Flossie!). 
Despite the limitations, the girls have interacted and managed to complete quiz-
zes, badges, scavenger hunts, cooking and craft. The Brownies explored the 
stars and travelled in space and even held a pet show. The Guides even com-
pleted a virtual tour of Europe with Microsoft & a few Escape Rooms! They also 
managed to climb Mount Kilimanjaro five times (well, completed the steps to) for 
a County Challenge! 
For the past half term, the Guides have returned to meeting face to face out-
doors – we have enjoyed crazy golf, outdoor cooking, archery & geocaching. We 
have also managed to miss most of the rain! 
The Brownies will start meeting face to face in June after the May half-term, with 
lots of exciting activities planned, including craft, games, scavenger hunts and 
continuing to explore the natural world.   

The Rainbows have been doing a mixture of virtual and face to face meetings – 

cooking, quizzes, creating their own mazes in the grounds and learning to sing 

in Makaton. 

Ruth Clery and Sheila Fenner 
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That odd business of praying: Number 118 
Picturing yourself there 

 

A lot of the guide books on these things recommend “picturing yourself there” 
when Bible reading or praying.  If you open your prayer time with a Bible pas-
sage (and that can be a very helpful opening), you might choose, for example, 
the story of Jesus taking a small child as a role model for his status-seeking dis-
ciples.  You would try to “get inside” the head of the child, then of one of the dis-
ciples, then of Jesus.  What were they feeling?  What did they take away with 
them from that experience?  Lastly, what - as we pray for the grace to be better 
disciples - do we learn from their learning experience.  This approach might 
make our prayer time more of a learning experience - rather than just a saying 
experience. 
 
Just as it is 
good to know 
what you are 
talking about 
before talking 
to other peo-
ple, there is 
much to be 
said for know-
ing what you 
are talking about before talking to God.  There is much to be said for informed 
prayer.   Indeed, “God help people with problems” does sound just a little bit la-
zy: “I can’t be bothered to find out about the problems [ and I have no intention 
of getting involved on God’s behalf”].  So, trying to do some picturing is not a 
bad idea: more informed means more involved, and more committed. 
 
However, maybe partly because my imagination is deficient, there is some dan-
ger of (a) forgetting that God knows what you are talking about better than you 
do; and (b) kidding yourself that you really can get inside the head of an early 
disciple, or a small child, or the refugee from famine and persecution.  So don’t 
try to go beyond informed prayer to achieve expert prayer....unless of course 
you are an expert.  
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How do you picture St George? 
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  Poetry Page 
Refugees: Brian Bilston (20th June is World Refugee Day) 

(Read from top to bottom, then from bottom to top) 
 

They have no need of our help 
So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or I 
Should life have dealt a different hand 

We need to see them for who they really are 
Chancers and scroungers 
Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves  
Cut-throats and thieves 

They are not 
Welcome here 

We should make them 
Go back where they came from 

They cannot  
Share our food 

Share our homes 
Share our countries 

Instead let us 
Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 
These are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 
Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way 

(With thanks to “A Poem for Every Day of the Year”, edited by Allie Esiri) 
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More fuss about the Ark (See May Magazine) 
 

I don’t know about you, but I’m on Uzziah’s side (and the side of Uzziah’s widow)! 
Try another version of the story: Uzziah saw that the Ark was about to fall off the 
cart and was minded to rescue it.  He then remembered that the Ark was HOLY, 
do he dutifully stood back, and let the Ark crash to the ground—where it broke 
open, spilling the scrolls.  It began to rain, but everybody knew that the Ark was 
HOLY, so the scrolls got soaked and muddy while appropriate persons were sent 
for, and had ritual baths, and put on the appropriate clothes... and eventually got 
there to do what only they could do.  (What they could do by then was lament, in 
appropriate language, what was now beyond repair.) 
 
The too holy to touch approach was later reflected in the design of the Temple: 
outer court for respectful non-Jews, next court Jewish women (and of course men 
on their way to, court three for Jewish men, then the priests area, and the inner 
Holy of Holies for the High Priest on special occasions.  Some churches were es-
tablished on broadly similar lines: nave (ordinary people), choir (choir), sanctuary 
(priest and a few others).   King’s College Chapel is one of these beautiful, but 
beautifully exclusive buildings.  Many of the segregated churches have now got a 
people’s altar a bit nearer to the congregation, e.g. St John’s.   
 
There is something especially odd about the HOLY place tradition ( screen up and 
keep away and don’t touch) tradition in a faith rooted in the belief that God be-
came Incarnate and is present in the sharing of Broken Bread.  BUT, maybe the 
lesson is not that “nothing is HOLY”.  Maybe the lesson is that everything, and in 
particular everyone, is HOLY.  When Jesus touched the leper, HOLY touched HO-
LY. 
 
There is another aspect of the Noli Tangere (Don’t Touch) school of thought that 
merits reflection.  I was, many years ago, part of a group being shown round (I 
think it was) York Minster.  We were looking, from a decent distance and across a 
cord that kept us away from it, at a statue .   The guide noticed that one of our 
party was blind.  He removed the cord barrier, spoke to the blind girl; and led her 
forward so that she could run her hands over what the rest of us could see.  I re-
member too a thirteen year old Girl, at her Bat Mitzvah in a North London syna-
gogue, reading aloud a Hebrew scroll from a box not unlike the Ark.  She did use 
a special pointer, but she was touching the HOLY scroll.   
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   22  Reproduction taken a little aback dur-
ing Paraguay vacation. (9) 

 23 Firm support for group in crisis. (5) 
 24 Possessed by poverty trap ripe for 

development.. (7,8) 
 26 Draw singular vessel. (6) 
 27 White like chicken. (5) 
Down 
 1 Historical or churchman. (6) 
 2 Canaries, for example, may give Al 

Gore a chip that's corrupted. (11) 
    3  And inside Monsieur Roue a plant is 

found. (8) 
 4 Ron leaves ill disposed Roman deity, 

to find period just after Dawn.  
    5  Pan captain with patient response     

for a smoker. (6) 

Solon 137 
 
Across 
 1 Take Bob in hand for a song. (5) 
 4 Bedfellow illgotten in retirement (6) 
 8 Inferior new school. (9,6) 
 10 Tree found when more comfortable 

losing queen. (5) 
 11 Tape no races after naked demon pre-

pares cooked dish. (9) 
 13 Kiss the French boss and get jewel-

lery. (8) 
 15 Confuse with no French too. (4) 
 17 Jumper loses lead to end part of book. 

(4) 
 18 Members, almost more than two, cov-

ered by gun. (8) 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21

22 23

24 25

26 27
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Thanks to Solon for puzzles.  For questions or help, 
contact Solon at Solon1across@gmail.com 

May : Crossword: Across:   9. 
Impromptu, 10.Ample, 11.Odeon,  
12.Calculate,  13. Skewers, 15. Ro-
mance, 16. Mothering Sunday, 19. 
Quartet, 20. Capable,  23. Egg tim-
ers,  24. Chaff,  25. Theta,  26. En-
igmatic.   Down: 1. Pivots, 2. 
Sphere,  3. Roan,  4. Spaces,  5. 
Bullfrog,  6. Vacuum pump,  7. 
Sprained,  8. Cemetery,  14. Elec-
trical,  16. Moquette,  17. 
Twangier,  18. In the red,  20. Cos-
mic,  21. Beauty,  22. Effect,  24. 
Camp.    
Sudoku: 856327941/ 241958763/ 
739164258/ 498732516/ 
173596482/ 562481379/ 
917643825/ 384215697/ 
625879134 

     6 Leading Intuits can exist with this 
material (3) 

 7 Force defiant centre palm (6) 
 9  Wants flower back between poles. 

(5) 
 12 Long John's mode of punishment 

found in the wood. (6,5) 
 14 Rogue caught backing sport. (3) 
 16 Little layer on endless high bean. (8) 
 17 Keen on being well ahead on the 

track (3,2) 
 18 Champ with companion swallows 

nothing for modern sort of industry. 
(7) 

 19 Oddly, celery worried pessimistic 
character. (6) 

 20 Element of officer mounted on horse. 
(6) 

 21 Progressive writer has article in place 
of superior tree. (6) 

25Central air and sky is fluid. (3) 

  How to keep your mouth shut 

while opening it:  The Manager 
of the MCC Touring Team in 

times gone by told the press:  “If I 
had anything to say to you gentle-

men - - and I don’t - it would be 
“No comment”.  But don’t quote 

me.” 

A write off that really writes off:  

“ A has been that never was”. 

Reticence commended:  In life, 
it’s important to know when to 

stop arguing with people, and 
simply let them be wrong.  

4 8 5 9

9 2 1

8 5

2 3 5 7

3 9

6 7 1 3

8 4

2 1 3

8 6 1 4
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Christian Aid Week 10-16 May 

The total raised in St George’s this year was...unknown, and in Shirley as a 
whole was...unknown.    If you are desperate for some figures to pad out the 
unknowns, you can jump to the foot of this page.    We do know what was in the 
Christian Aid envelopes handed in, and we do know what was contributed on-
line via the designated Shirley Churches Christian Aid giving site—though in this 
case we don’t know about St George’s-specific contributions.  Where people 
sent cheques directly to Christian Aid, or contributed through the general on-line 
site, we don’t know what they gave.  By definition, we don’t know about the Gift 
Aid contributions from the Government that attached themselves to the personal 

contributions that we don’t know about. 

But this article is about principles, rather than about amounts.   Some of those 
principles are controversial, and you, dear reader, may want to challenge them.   
The first principle is that what matters is how much people contribute during 
Christian Aid Week, Not whether we know how much they gave (individually or 
collectively).   Organisers may like to be able to report totals raised, especially if 
this year’s total is higher than last year’s total.   However, the organiser really 
has very little influence on the amount raised, so the ego trip aspect of being 

able to report an accurate total is not really there. 

The much more important principle is that Christian Aid Week giving is a good, a 
very good thing - despite all the counter arguments that “charity” is wasted on 
people living in places where the climate is wrong, the economy is wrong, the 
government is wrong, the politics are wrong, and war undermines both cross-
border and local initiatives to improve things.  This principle rejects the idea that 
suffering can be so bad that everybody else needs to stop caring and just wait 
for death (or emigration) to sort things out.   And one, third, principle to haggle 
over: Charity doesn’t require a “home or away” decision.  Love and Charity are 
universal.   At present, the known St George’s total raised, including predicted 
Gift Aid, is:   £1,640.    Thank you for all who have contributed to this, and to all 

the others who have contributed directly to Christian Aid. 
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Younger Readers Page: Who am I?  Does my Great Grand Father 
help me answer that question? 
 

When you are very young, you just depend on 
those who look after you - maybe not much 
bothered about who you are or who they are.  
Families always have been quite complicated.  
In rich families, a child might see more of the 
people paid to look after them than they saw of 
Mum and Dad.  In working families without much money, other relatives, or 
friends or neighbours might be around while Mum and Dad earned their pennies. 
Some children don’t have the same Mum and Dad from birth to being grown up. 
 
 So, while people talk about “normal families”, what really matters is “my family” - 
which may be quite different from my best friend’s family.  A school teacher who 
asks the children in her class to go home and get help in drawing up a family 
tree will get some very different trees.  For some chil-
dren. Great Grandfather is someone they know and 
love.  For other children, Great Grandfather doesn’t 
even have a name.  (I never knew my Grandfathers.) 
 
We are quite keen on asking about children “Where did 
(s)he get that hair colour, or that nose, or that musical 
talent, or that lovely smile?”  Some things are inherited.   
We are born with them, and they stay with us.  Most 
often, these are physical things.  But “Who we are” does depend mainly on who 
we want to be.   I might have hands that are just right for playing the piano.  Un-
less I work very hard at it, I won’t ever be a good piano player.  I might have nice 
teeth for smiling with.  Unless I look after my teeth, and unless I choose to smile, 
I won’t be a “person with a nice smile”.   My mother and her younger brother 
were both sent for piano lessons, which the family could ill afford. The brother 
had the gift (not inherited) of being able to hear a tune, and then play it.   But he 
was bone idle, and didn’t learn to read music.  The music teacher thought he 
was much the better piano player, until she gave the two of them a sheet of mu-
sic to play, without playing it first herself.  He sat there helpless.  And, just to 
complete the message about choosing who you want to be: I have had a key-
board in my house for twenty years, and have never got round to trying to play it. 

PAGE 22 

Saint George’s Parish Magazine June 2021   

 

Churches count on nature: June 7-13:  Wild Christian: A Rocha 
 

Maybe trying for the Weird 
Headline of the Year 
Award?   And when did 
you last see one kingfish-
er, let alone two?  So, to 
unpack a little: 1) A Rocha 
is a “God cares about the 
whole of God’s Creation, 
not just the clothed two-
legged part of it” voluntary 
body.  It is behind the ECO 
Church aims, objectives 
and awards in which St 

George’s is now involved.  2) It has suggested a week in June when churches of 
all denominations can look at, evaluate and appreciate the bit of nasture around 
their church building..and, hopefully, up the interest and the constructive activity.  
Noticing and counting can make sense of our counting on nature being there, 
and improve the prospects of nature being able to count on us for support.  (The 
big objective is 75,000 acres of “Christian-owned” land being lined up with nature 
over the next 5 years.)  3) “Wild Christian” maybe suggests John the Baptist at 
his hairy locust-eating peak.  It is how A Rocha pictures Christians having a love 
affair with living things, rather than just with concrete, the internal combustion 
engine, and TV programmes about how the world used to be before we de-
stroyed it.  (Totally wild, and nature unaffected by mankind, is imagination in 21st 
Century Shirley.  Let’s settle on partnership between us and our world.) 
 
The June count week is described as all denominations working for bio-diversity: 
religious diversity signed up to life diversity. (The Church of England and “Caring 
for God’s Acre” are on board. )   So.....  Copies of the Inventory of the Church 
Garden will be available on Sunday June 6th and 10 a.m. to 12 noon on Monday 
June 7th, or at other times by arrangement.  Take your own copy (Covid!) Aim 
to spend an hour in the church grounds during that week seeing what and how 
much of lving things you can see, jotting it down in the Personal Notes page. 
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Readings for May (The Message Version) 
 

Thursday June 3: Corpus Christi (Thanksgiving for Holy Communion) 
Genesis 14: 18-20: Melchizedek, King of Salem, brought bread and wine 
Psalm 116: 10-end: I’ll complete what I promised God I’d do 
1 Corinthians 11: 23-26:  This is my body, broken for you 
John 6: 51-58: Whoever eats this bread, will live for ever 
 
Sunday June 6: Trinity I 
Genesis 3: 8-15:  The serpent seduced me, and I ate. 
Psalm 130:  Help, God - I’ve hit rock bottom! 
2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1: So we’re not giving up.  
Mark 3: 20-end: There’s nothing done or said that can’t be forgiven. 
 
Sunday June 13: Trinity II 
Ezekiel 17: 22-end: I made the great tree small, and the small tree great. 
Psalm 92: 1-4, 12-end: Announce your love each daybreak. 
2 Corinthians 5: 6-17: Cheerfully pleasing God is the main thing. 
Mark 4: 26-34: God’s Kingdom is like seed. 
 
Sunday June 20: Trinity III 
Job 38: 1-11: I have some questions for you. 
Psalm 107: 1-3, 23-32: His love never runs out. 
2 Corinthians 6: 1-13: Now is the right time to listen. 
Mark 4: 35-41: Why are you such cowards? 
 
Sunday June 27: Trinity IV 
Lamentations 3: 23-33: I’m sticking with God. 
Psalm 30: God gave me another chance at life. 
2 Corinthians 8: 7-end:  Finish what you started. 
Mark 5: 21-end:  Now you’re healed and whole. 
 
Sunday July 4: Trinity V 
Ezekiel 2:1-5: I have something to say to you. 
Psalm 123: We’re watching and waiting. 
2 Corinthians 12: 2-10: My grace is enough: it’s all you need. 
Mark 6: 1-13: You are the equipment! 
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Please remember by name in your prayers the following 
people for whom  prayers have been requested… 

 Please note that in order to keep the prayer list up to date, names will ap-
pear on the list for 3 editions only unless a further prayer request is made to Revd 

Barry Hengist at vicarstgeorge@gmail.com or on 020 8654 8747 before the relevant 
magazine copy deadline. 

Please ensure that you have (or would be given) the person’s permission for their 
name to be included in the magazine prayer list. 

Brian Clare Elsie 

Clive Garth David 

Norma Hugh Elaine 

Hal Angela Doreen 

Sue Elizabeth Sonia 

Frank Valerie Jean 

Christine Sheila Sue 

Doris Martin Dave 

Doreen Lindsey Mark 

Eric Brian Hazel 

Barbara Julie Ben 

Ron Catriona Bill 

Jean Ann  

   

   

mailto:vicarstgeorge@gmail.com
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Symbols: Helpful or Not? 

In his Pentecost sermon, Barry mused on what St George’s folk had made of the Burning Bush 
symbol when we first had it in St George’s church, above the altar, rather than where it is now - 
above the entry to the Children’s Corner.   The context was a sermon on the theme of valuing 
and passing on living flame rather than dead ashes.  (Though the gardeners will point out the 
benefit of ashes to living plants.)  Barry had tended to assume that parishioners in the 1960’s 
might have seen the sculpture as about Moses rather than Jesus.  (The burning bush was en-
countered by Moses when he was doing some shepherding in exile from the Egyptian court - 
having been violent to an Egyptian who was being violent to an Israelite... And symbolised the 
presence of God, and “holy ground”.)  When those of us around at the time were told what the 
sculpture was, we had mixed views about the sanctuary being labelled as holy ground/ keep out 
territory.  For some, the sacred space reminder was appropriate.  For others, the Jesus invita-
tion to come near clashed with the Burning Bush command to stand back.  (Those who took 
things literally were nervous about the implications of the Burning Bush voice having ordered 
Moses to take his shoes off: bare feet are not always a good thing.) 
 
However, the majority reaction was probably that this wasn’t a Burning Bush, but a Crown of 
Thorns.....And as such very much about Jesus.   When the Oberammergau figure of Christ re-
placed the Crown of Thorns/ Burning Bush, some of us felt that we had replaced an emblem of 
Christ’s suffering with a rather comfortable sculpture of Christ triumphant, and not suffering! 
 
With Bible literalism in the news again (Northern Ireland), it is worth remembering that symbols 
are just that.   They are not objects of worship.  They are not God.  They are reminders of reali-
ties that we ought to keep in mind: the reality that Christ suffered for our benefit; the reality that 
God is Holy; the reality that we have gifts that we should discover, say thanks for, and use for 
the benefit of others.  Symbols need interpretation, and different people will see them differently.   
I was wearing a “fish” badge.  For me, it was a 
Christian symbol (reminding me of who I was and 
how I ought to behave).  The man who stopped to 
talk saw the fish symbol worn by those whose ship 
had been sunk by Germans during the Second 
World War. 
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Organisations (once normal meetings resumed) 

St George’s Table Tennis Club (in the Church Hall) 

Tuesdays          8—10 p.m.  Doubles Table Tennis.   £3 per evening, including refresh-

ments.  New members welcome.  Contact  Ron 8656 9176, Ken 8654 3233.                 

 

Whist Drive (in the Church Hall) 

Wednesdays      7 45p.m.        Inquire in Hall Wednesday 7 - 7 45 p.m. 

 

Medau (in the Church Hall) 

Tuesdays           1.30-3.00p.m     Mrs Gammon                             01689 815646 

 

 

Goslings Pre-School: Tuesdays 9 30 –12; Wednesdays 9 30—2 30; Thursdays 9 30—12; 

Fridays 9 30—2 30.      Mrs Chris Marchant                   8656 0751              Open 

Shirley Neighbourhood Care Scheme    8662 9599   sncs1970@gmail.com 

Our Local Councillors and Safer Neighbourhood Police Teams          

The dividing line between Shirley North and South Wards is roughly the Wickham 
Road, but some roads at the Croydon end on the south side of Wickham Road (St 

John’s parish) are in Shirley North Ward 

Shirley South Ward - Councillors: Jason Cummings (020 8651 2575) and Scott 
Roche (07783 152370)    Police Contact:  Phone 0208 721 2469                                         

Email  SNMailbox.ShirleySouthSNT@met.police. 

Shirley North Ward - Councillors:  Sue Bennett (0208 768 0561), Richard Chat-
terjee (0208 405 6719) and Gareth Streeter (07783 152331)       Police Contact:    

Email SNMailbox.ShirleyNorthSNT@met.police.uk   Phone: 0208 721 2474. 

 URGENT 999 (Other crime reports 101) 

 Modern slaves are not in chains.  They are in debt. 

A clever person knows what to say.  A wise person knows when to say it. 

A ship is always safe on shore, but that is not what ships were built for. 

Patience is a sign of strength, not of weakness.  
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Organisations   
Overseas Missions Committee 
Mr Brian McGinnis, Ms Pauline Russell                                                  8654 6190         
 
St George’s Fellowship 
Contact Mrs Margaret Ziolek                        8650 2556         
Georgettes 
Contact                                            Mrs Sue Hengist                              8654 8747         
                                                        Mrs Jan Payne                                 8776 0185        
 
Beavers (Scout Hut) Boys and Girls age 6 to 8 approx.                            
Wednesdays 5-6.15p.m Rachel Dominguez                        07956 155909    
Cubs (Scout Hut)  Boys and Girls age 8 to 10.5 approx.                        
Wednesdays  6.30-8.00p.m Mr Trevor Thairs                            07843 752895   
Scouts (Scout Hut)  Boys and Girls age 10.5 to 14.5 approx.                 
Thursdays 6 30 - 8 p.m.                   Mr Darren Hawken                        07903 399185     
   
Rainbows (Church Hall) Girls age 5 to 7  
Tuesdays   5 - 6p.m                        Mrs Ruth Clery                                    8651 4116 
                                                                                                              07702 870030 
Brownies (Church Hall) Girls age 7 to 10  
Tuesdays     6.15-7.30p.m Miss Sheila Fenner                             8655 0023      
                                                                                                   fenner240@btinternet.com 
                                                                                                     
Guides (in the Church Hall) Girls age 10 to 16 
Fridays        6.00 -7 30p.m Mrs Ruth Clery                                    8651 4116 
                                                                                                              07702 870030            
Pop In (in the Church Hall)              Miss Pauline Russell                            8656 3941           
Mondays     10.30-12noon   No Meetings At Present  
 

Hall Bookings 
Please contact Jan Payne 020 8776 0185 

hallmanager@stgeorgeschurch.co.uk 
The Hall is ideal for Children’s Parties (Children up to 8 years) 

 

Don’t  trust everything you see.   Even salt looks like sugar. 
 

Anger is a punishment you give to yourself for someone else’s mistakes. 
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St. George's Church Directory 
 
Churchwardens:      Mrs Jan Payne                                                              8776 0185                        
                                  Mrs Heather Barker                                                       8777 9280 
 
Members of the PCC 
Mr Derek Hands,  Mr Stephen Barker,  Mr Evan Russell,  Miss Sophie Clayton, Mrs Liz 
Bebington, Mr Alexander Baldwin-Smith 
 
Hon. Secretary PCC.                                                                                        
Mr Eric Baldwin-Smith        
                                                                          
Treasurer                                                                         
        Miss Sophie Clayton                                                                        8777 0334 
 
Deanery Synod Representatives:   Mr Ray Wheeler (Diocesan Synod), Mrs Helen Aylward, 
Mrs A-L Clayton, Mrs Liz Bebington 
 
Stewardship Covenant Secretary                                                                    
 Miss Sheila Fenner                                                                                      8655 0023 
Electoral Roll Officer                                                                                         
 Mr. Owen Whalley                                                                         8655 1349 
 
Organist and Choir Mistress                                                                             
 MIss Sophie Clayton                                                                                    8777 0334 
                                                                                                                       07703554159 
Safeguarding Representatives                                                                    
 Mrs. Susan Wheeler.                                                                          8777 5271                                                          
Church Flowers 
 Mrs. Marion Sheehan                                                                          8777  7308  
Server Rota 
      Mr Ray Wheeler                                                                                            8777 5271   
Baptisms 
      Miss Lucy Lawrence                                                                                lucylaw@hotmail.com 

Environment (ECO Group)  

     Miss Sophie Clayton                                                                  8777 0334 
The Parish Magazine 

Editor:  

Mr. Brian McGinnis      31 Woodmere Avenue, Shirley CR0 7PG                        8654 6190 

Accounts 
Mrs. Janet Fitt                                                                            87777823 
Adverts 
Janet Fitt or Brian McGinnis                                                                                

 


