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Services at St. George's Church 
Sundays:   7.15 am  Morning Prayer   
                  8.00 am   Said Eucharist 
                10.00 am   Sung Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in the Church Hall. 

  Children are welcome at all services. 
Thursdays:  9.30 am Said Eucharist 
Sunday Groups for children and young people 
 Junior Church:        Age 3 years ï Year 5/6    Susan Wheeler               
Youth Church:        Yr 5/6 ï Yr 11                  Revd Barry Hengist      8654 8747 
There is also a well-resourced, carpeted area at the back of the Church for the Under 3s. 
(Note: All groups for children and youth are supported by at least 2 approved adults) 

 
For Baptism, Banns and Marriage, Communion of the house-bound, and other pastoral matters: 
please contact Reverend Barry Hengist on 020 8654 8747  Please try to avoid Wednesday, his 
normal day off. 

 
Priest in Charge:  The Reverend Barry Hengist                barryhengist@gmail.com 

The Vicarage, Elstan Way, The Glade, Shirley CR0 7PR 020 8654 8747 

 

Senior Hon. Curate: The Reverend Carol Jones                                 

Hon. Curate: The Reverend Andy Dovey       

                      

Ordinand in Training: Ruth Chapman                                                        

Contactable Thursdays and Fridays in term time only       

                                               

Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary: Mr  Melvyn Demmen  

Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary: Mr Andy Reynolds 

 

Reader: Mr Brian Cook MSc  

Reader: Mr Ray Wheeler  
                                                                                                                  

Website: www.stgeorgeschurch.co.uk 

Parish Office: parish.office@hotmail.co.uk 

 

The Church is open on Saturday mornings from 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon. 

The Lady Chapel is open for private prayer on Mondays 10.30 am - 12 noon 
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! ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŀǊŀƎŜ 
 

You have probably never heard of a place called Bedfont.  Itõs part of the subur-

ban sprawl on the outskirts of West London and very close to Heathrow. It 

seldom makes the news but it got a mention recently as being the place that 

Connie Yates and Chris Gard, the parents of little Charlie, call home.  It also 

happens to be the place where I grew up and has a special place in my memory. 
 

Even a tenuous connection can lead to a greater sense of empathy as a result.  

Their resolve to do the best for Charlie is natural and laudable but it has raised 

all sorts of questions in my mind.  Who is best placed to make the decision 

about whether or not to switch off his life support? Should that be the parents 

or the doctors?  And what is the role of the courts? 
 

Iõve been deeply concerned about some of the public reaction to this with death 

threats being made to staff at Great Ormond Street Hospital and with the judg-

es being vilified for getting involved.   
 

Our countryõs institutions ð hospitals, courts etcð have evolved over centuries 

to reflect the influence of our Christian heritage and are there to serve every-

one.  Hospitals exist because people want to help other people.  Courts  exist 

because people want to help other people.   
 

Can we say the same of the church? Do churches exist be-

cause people want to help other people?  I hope you would 

say òyesó, but sometimes that fundamental principle gets 

lost and we end up defending the institution rather than 

the principle. Archbishop William Temple the great social 

reformer is quoted as saying "The Church is the only society 

that exists for the benefit of those who are not its members."  In 

August the Parochial Church Council will be reviewing the 

extent to which that is true of St. Georgeõs.  If you have 

any observations or suggestions as to how the church 

might serve its community better then let me know. 
 

I know you will want to join me in wishing the Newman family (Alastair, Serena, 

Sebastain and Genevieve) well as they move to Cambridge and Alastair starts 

his ordination training and we will watch with great interest as his future minis-

try develops.  Please keep them, Charlie Gard, his parents, and all the people of 

Bedfont in your prayers.  

Barry 
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Organisations Continued 

St Georgeõs Table Tennis Club (in the Church Hall) 

Tuesdays          8ð10 p.m.  Doubles Table Tennis.   £3 per evening, including refresh-

ments.  New members welcome.  Contact Wendy 8656 9505,  Ron 8656 9176.                 

 

Whist Drive (in the Church Hall) 

Wednesdays      7 45p.m.        Inquire in Hall Wednesday 7 - 7 45p.m. 

 

Medau (in the Church Hall) 

Tuesdays           1.30-3.00p.m     Mrs Gammon                              

 

Townswomenõs Guild 

1st Friday in month  7 30p.m.       Maggy Flook                               

                                                     Jenny Milsom                              

 

Goslings Pre-School: Tuesdays 9 30 ï12; Wednesdays 9 30ð2 30; Thursdays 9 30ð12; 

Fridays 9 30ð2 30.      Mrs Chris Marchant                   8656 0751  

Shirley Neighbourhood Care Scheme    8662 9599   sncs1970@gmail.com 

Police Contacts:  Safer Neighbourhood Teams 

Ashburton Ward:  Longheath Estate, Long Lane, the Playing Fields and Wood, and The 
Glade, Gladeside and Woodmere Avenue and the adjacent roads, including the church.  
Also Northampton Road to Arena, Shirley Road and Ashburton Park.                            

Telephone: 020 8721 2474 or 07920 233885. 

Shirley Ward:  Orchard Avenue, Orchard Way and the adjacent roads, including Tower 
View and the Lawdon Estate.  Also Upper Shirley to Bromley Border, including Shrublands, 

Wickham Road  and Shirley Oaks.      Telephone: 020 8721 2469 or 07920 233890. 

 URGENT 999 (Other crime reports 101) 

Kinds of English:- 

Youfspeak:  Like and like I was like ohmigod like 

Businessspeak:  Dave, baby, we need to heads-up windows for blue sky face time re order 

ly roll out of interface in gap analysis.  No probs 
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  Organisations 
Overseas Missions Committee 
Chairman Mr Brian McGinnis  
 
St Georgeõs Fellowship 
Contact Mrs Margaret Ziolek                                
Georgettes 
Contact                                            Mrs Sue Hengist                                     
                                                        Mrs Jan Payne                                        
 
Beavers (Scout Hut) Boys and Girls age 6 to 8 approx.                                
Wednesdays 5-6.15p.m Mrs  Jenny Thairs                                   
Thursdays     5 45-7p.m Mrs  Jenny Thairs                         
Cubs (Scout Hut)  Boys and Girls age 8 to 10.5 approx. 
Wednesdays  6.30-8.00p.m Mr Trevor Thairs  
Scouts (Scout Hut)  Boys and Girls age 10.5 to 14.5 approx.                 
Mondays 6 15 - 7 45p.m.                 Mr Darren Hawken                             
   
Rainbows (Church Hall) Girls age 5 to 7 Miss Lucy Lawrence          
Thursdays   5 - 6p.m                       Mrs Penny Bloss                                          
Brownies (Church Hall) Girls age 7 to 10  
Tuesdays     6.15-7.30p.m Miss Sheila Fenner  
                                                                                                    
Guides (in the Church Hall) Girls age 10 to 16 
Fridays        6.00 -7 30p.m Mrs Ruth Clery  
                                                                                                                    
Pop In (in the Church Hall) 
Mondays     10.30-12noon Mrs Pam Hooks                                       
 

 
Hall Bookings 

Please contact Jan Payne 020 8776 0185 
hallmanager@stgeorgeschurch.co.uk 

The Hall is ideal for Childrenõs Parties (Children up to 8 years) 
 

August Festivals 
Pasty Dayð Morvah, Cornwall 

Mobile phone throwing championshipð Twickenham 
Birdman of Bognor Contest 
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  Some notes for you to note 

 ̈ Deadline for October  Magazine: Sunday September 24th.   
 ̈ Monthly Healing Service at St Johnôs: 6 p.m. Sunday August 27th 

and Sunday September 24th. 

 ̈ Note: Very occasionally, weekday services have to be cancelled at short no-
tice.  Please forgive us if you are affected by this.  We do our best not to let it 
happen.    

 ̈ The Bible Reading Group meets on Mondays at 8 p.m., at the house of a 
Group member.  New regular or occasional members are always welcome,  
The group is  studying the readings on the Sunday pew sheet, and probably 
reflecting on the sermon for that Sunday.  See Bible Group Blog on parish 
website for further details. 

 ̈ The Book Reading Group meets monthly, on a Thursday - 7 45p.m. refresh-
ments for 8p.m.  at 31 Woodmere Avenue. No August meeting.   Thursday 
September 14th ñTyger, Tygerò (William Blake).  The Penguin Classics mini-
book.   Blake packs a huge amount into a few lines.  Share and enjoy.   

 
On Display 

Over the next few months, we shall be making good use of the display shelves made by 
Selvyn Paulwell for the Authorised Version celebrations, and used subsequently for a range 
of displaysðmost recently the 80th Anniversary history exhibition.  Please look at what is on 
display, and please contribute to the displays.  Let Brian McGinnis or a Warden know if you 
are willing to contribute.  August 6th and 13th:  Faith Poems that mean a lot to me.   August 
20th and 27th: Faith Books that have helped me on my faith journey.  September 3rd and 
10th: Information about our partner churches in Churches Together in Shirley.  September 
17th and 24th: What St Georgeôs groups are doing.  October 1st and 8th perhaps a display 
showing something of our uniformed organisations.  October 15th Anniversary Eucharist with 
the Bishop.  October 22nd:  Favourite Bible Passages.   October 29th (Bible Sunday): and 
November 5th:  Bible Translations. 
 

It does take some time to put an exhibition together, including producing enlarged copy texts 
in some cases, and including producing a booklet to go with the exhibition in some cases, so 
contributions no later than the previous Sunday, please. 
 

Sunday morning at St Georgeôs is intended to offer a ñGod experienceò in all sorts of ways, 
including learning and fellowship and sharing.   Look through the display topics, and think 
what you can offer for a shared experience.   Whether you want your name attached to an 
exhibit is entirely up to the individual contributor. 
 

If you have ideas for future exhibitions, do tell us.    
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 Thank you from the Anniversary Fete 

 

Thanks are extended to the following local businesses and shops who very 
kindly donated vouchers, gifts or cash for the ñEnvelopeò stall at the Church 
Fete in June. 
   
Bywood Deli,  Bywood Fish Grill, Bywood Kebab House, Cartel Barbers, Co-
operative (Orchard Way), Co-operative (Wickham Road), Croydon Kitchen Stu-
dio, Franco & Pino, Greenchem, Lisaôs Florist, Mama's, Monaôs Pharmacy, 
Newsrack, Peter Neale, Picturepartnership, Portland Wine, Proctors, Royal 
Booze, Shirley Fish Bar, Spices, The Cutting Room, The Shirley Practice, Trim-
mers, Velvet, Wickham Dry Cleaners, Wyevale Garden Centre 
 

 

  A Summer Holiday Bible Quiz 
(£10 for first correct answer) 

These are all descriptions of a Prophet - which Prophet? 
1. Two kings back, a life ago; three friends, dissenting immigrants; missed 

out on worship of a golden god with feet of clay. 
2. My darling Gomer marries me, and she is convalescent. 
3. Slightest of prophets?  Lost in the crowd, you run like a tempest from hor-

rors to come.  You hunt trouble down; it homes in on you...an army of loc 
usts. 

4. A shepherd, part-time fruit picker, and no prophet, me. 
5. It is certified; goodness lives in the deepest crease of a whaleôs large in-

testine. 
6. Countrymen and friends, you ask ñWhat is the point of mending stuff 

when it gets vandalised?ò  I reply, ñLove God not because he does good 
things, but becase he is.  That is the point. 

7. Do justly, love kindly, walk humbly and straight. 
8. The troubles in my country never slept.  Constantly depressed, I sat down 

and wept. 
9. Four shallow friends. 
10. Imagine a coal glowing in the fire removed, white hot, to be placed across 

the mouth. 
11. I had the marked-man feeling well before the day arrived for me to dress 

up as Godôs oracle,  
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 Sunday 10 September:  Trinity XIII 

Ezekiel 33: 7-11:  The opportunity to change. 
Psalm 119: 33-40:  Give me life! 
Romans 13: 8-14:  Love your neighbour as yourself. 
Matthew 18:  15-20:  Learning to forgive. 
 
Sunday 17 September:  Trinity XIV 
Genesis 50: 15-21:  Family reconciliation. 
Psalm 103: 8-13:  Steadfast love. 
Romans 14: 1-12: Be careful about judging others, and careful to support them. 
Matthew 18: 21-33:  Forgive to be forgiven. 
 
September 24:  Trinity XV 
Jonah 3: 1-4, 11:  Does God change His mind? 
Psalm 145: 1-8:  The Lord is gracious and merciful. 
Philippians 1: 21-30:  Live the Gospel donôt just talk about it. 
Matthew 20: 1-14:  The last will be first, and the first last. 

 
I wonder who does.....? 
 
Easy enough to see people doing 
things in church: preaching, serving, 
reading, leading prayers, handing out 
the paperwork, leading the service, 
singing, or simply joining in.  If some-
body comes over queer, you see nurs-
ing or first aid skills.   But you do rather 
expect to find toilet paper in the toilet, 
and the toilet to be cleaned, and muddy 
foot prints polished out, and the mess 
from Messy Church cleared away, and 
the water bottles to have water in them 
and a clean beaker.....  And then bram-
bles grow three inches in a night; and 
people drop litter over the wall.   Thank 
you to the unseen labourers, 
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Readings for August and September 
 

Sunday 6 August:  Transfiguration 
Daniel 7: 9, 10, 13, 14:  A Kingdom that shall not be destroyed. 
Psalm 97: The Lord reigns. 
2 Peter 1: 16-19:  A lamp shining in a dark place. 
Luke 9: 28-36:  They saw His glory. 
 
Sunday 13 August: Trinity IX 
1 Kings 19: 9-18:  The still small voice of God. 
Psalm 85: 8-13:  Steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Romans 10: 5-15:  You will be saved. 
Matthew 14: 22-33: Take heart, have no fear. 
 
Sunday 20 August: Trinity X 
Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8:  My house shall be called a house of prayer. 
Psalm 67:  God, be gracious to us, and bless us. 
Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32:  Mercy upon all. 
Matthew 15: 21-28:  A motherôs prayer is answered. 
 
Sunday 27 August:   Trinity XI 
Isaiah 51: 1-6:  Seek the Lord. 
Psalm 138:  I thank the Lord with my whole heart. 
Romans 12: 1-8:  We each have a job to do. 
Matthew 16: 13-20:  We have to decide who Jesus is, for us. 
 
Sunday 3 September: Trinity XII 
Jeremiah 15: 15-21:  I am called by our name. 
Psalm 26: 1-8: Walk in faithfulness. 
Romans 12: 9-21:  Let love be genuine. 
Matthew 16: 21-28:  A cross to carry. 
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    ñWhere are all the unicorns?ò 
 

Overheard conversations are often fascinating.   This one was heard while passig 
a shop in Shanklin in the Isle of Wight.   If you are into writing short stories (one 
page story if you want it published in the magazine), here is a title to challenge 
your imagination.   When I heard it, my mind was on the slightly more mundane 
question, ñWhere are all the red squirrels?ò   None of the Isle of Wight tourist liter-
ature advertises unicorns.  Almost all of it advertises red squirrels; and we walked 
the Red Squirrel Trail, which really ought to have offered at least a glimpse of 
rufus furriness.   ( Yes, ravens, marbled white butterflies, lizards, etc; but no red 
squirrels.) 
 
I think the unicorn lament came from one of those shops selling spirituality: crys-
tals, bunches of feathers, booklets on exploring your inner self, and smelly things 
to take your mind off the electricity bill, or the need to clear up after the incontinent 
cat.   At about the same time, someone on Radio 4 was discussing being spiritual 
without being religious.  Also about the same time, the lectionary had St Paul dis-
cussing flesh versus spirit, versus law, and commending the things of the spirit. 
 
Now St Paul always strikes me as a down-to-earth sort of Christian.  He earned 
his living from tent-making, rather than charging for his preaching.  When the folk 
in Jerusalem ran out of food, he organised famine relief to support them.   When 
he found the Greeks worshiping the Unknown God (just how waffly spiritual can 
you get?), he pointed to the solid flesh and blood Jesus on the cross. 
 
The spiritual versus religious argument is often boiled down to ñCan I be a Chris-
tian without going to church?ò  St Paul doesn't directly address that question - 
church buildings and church service booklets were in fairly short supply in Paulôs 
time.   If he were looking at the Church today, I suspect St Paul would say ñOf 
course you can be a Christian without going to a formal service in a formal church 
building - though if you can go, you should; and should try to change what is put-
ting you off going!ò   St Paul would probably also say that spirituality without 
church is a runner, and even spirituality without the ñofficialò version of God is a 
runner.  Whereas, I imagine St Paul saying: Godless spirituality is in grave danger 
of being narcissistic self-indulgence.  It isnôt too hard to imagine St Paul also hav-
ing a good word to say for those who love their neighbours, and show it, but have-
nôt yet found God to love.   
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A Parish Prayer  
Lord, make us more ready to see, to listen, and 

to act, to be Kingdom builders rather than 
dreamers.   

Amen.  

.Churches Together in Shirley  

Prayer Meetings in 2017-18  (7 30 p.m.) 

No meeting in August 

Tuesday September 5th:  St Johnôs 

Wednesday October 4th:  Shrublands (Coffee Shop) (followed by Council) 

Thursday November 2nd: West Wickham and Shirley Baptist Church 

Tuesday December 5th:  Our Ladyôs 

Wednesday January 3rd:  Shirley Methodist (followed by Council) 

Thursday February 1st: St Georgeôs 

Tuesday March 6th: St Johnôs 

Wednesday April 4th: Shrublands 

Thursday May 3rd: West Wickham and Shirley Baptist (followed by Council) 
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Alien Encounters 
 

The cartoon is pinched (and rather 
clumsily inserted) from an Isle of Wight 
book of cartoons - cartoons that have 
appeared in the Isle of Wight County 
Press.  It captured my attention as jux-
taposingtechnology and humanity: the 
big them and the little us.  (Not forget-
ting that, as well as the technology, the 
big them is staffed by the little us.  The 
human bit of the response system is 
having a fag round the back, leaving the 
technology bit to get on with it. 
 
We all know what it feels like to struggle 
through the automatic responses, press 
the human option, and reach a human 
who is sympathetic and a good listener.  
Many years ago, before the Mental 
Health Charity MIND introduced its 
automated system, the man at the end 
of the HQ phone was probably some-
one who had experienced (who perhaps 
still experienced) mental health issues; 
but he was like an oasis in the wilder-
ness even to callers who didnôt think 
they had mental health issues.. 
 
In Curryôs recently, the young man in 

the vacuum cleaner section had and used a vacuum cleaner himself, and had bought his Nan one; 
and he was very happy to demonstrate with real dust and even a real staple that was lying there 
unrehearsed.   Both expert users and the bungling amateur who was happier with a dustpan and 
brush, could relate to him.  (The one he recommended was not the top ogf the Google pops, and 
was substantially cheaper than that market leader.   Thank heavens for the human encounter. 
 
The young lady at the Curryôs checkout looked slightly bored, and seemed to regard herseln as a 
human adjunct of a technology-led paying and registering system that wasnôt in a good mood that 
day.. 
 
Moral:  you can always humanise your bit of a system, whatever technology has done to the rest of 
the system.   Indeed you can humanise any experience.  The escort in the eye day care unit was 
more mobile phone orientated than patient orientated, but her counterpart changed things by offer-
ing to get coffee for both of them. 
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For your diary 
 
Sunday October 15:  5 p.m. Sung Eucharist, Bishop of Croydon pre-
siding.  Celebrating 80 years of St Georgeôs Church.  (No 8 a.m. or 10 
a.m. Communion Service that day.)   
 
Sunday November 26th:  4 p.m. St Andrewôs Variety Concert in aid 
of overseas missions.  Music, poetry, etc, and food.  Some of it with a 
Scottish flavour. 
 
Sunday December 3rd:  Advent Sunday    10 a.m. ñHere am I: Send 
me!ò drama in the sermon slot. 
 

Recognising birds, with the help of poetry (Betty Parvin) 

Briefly, the Long-tailed tit 
May be distinguished from the Short-tailed tit [if there were one] 

In that its tail is long. 
Think of it that way, and you canôt go wrong. 

We may with equal certainty 
Identify the hen 

Blackcap, she being capped with red [brown]]; and again 
The cock-bird who, concealed, 

Is self-revealed by his distinctive song - 
Unless he churrs 

In imitation of the Garden warbler, 
Which frequently occurs. 

Or take the Long-eared owl, 
Different, by reason of its prominent ears 

From that other delightful fowl 
The Short-eared owl, 

Though both, in fact, have none. 
This ornithological idea of fun 

Brings one to tears, 
So give thanks for the Wagtail family, 

Where identification, they say, 
Is childôs play...... 

[Go on, guess.. Or look at a bird book] 
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Dick Turpin was for real 
The London Loop series has mentioned Dick Turpin more than once.  He features in 
the histories of areas in the Northern part of the walk.  Myths may have gathered 
round him, but he was a real person; and magazine reader Peter Smith (who is on 
our prayer list, along with his wife Elizabeth) wrote as follows:- I wrote a biography of 
the Smith family back to 1700, and in my research found a connection with Dick Tur-
pin.  Two of my ancestors, brothers Oliver and Peter, rode with the Essex Gang, of 
which Dick Turpin was a member.  Just to put the record straight, Oliver and Peter 
were very young and not really notorious.  They held the horses while the robberies 
took place.  They had an uncle by the name of Humphrey Smith, and he was a 
schoolteacher and well respected in the district.  He was also the treasurer for the 
Essex Gang!  Ainsworthôs famous book, which includes the legend of Dick Turpinôs  
ride to York, was pure fiction.  It was another member of the gang, Swiftnick, who did 
the ride.   However, I digress.    
 

Humphrey taught Dick Turpin when Turpin was a child.  Turpin could read and write, 
and for a butcherôs son (then) that was some achievement.  A great deal of money 
was amassed   by the Essex Gang, and was given to Humphries for safe-keeping.  I 
wanted to know what happened to the money that Humphrey kept.  I discovered that 
most of the gang were captured and hung, but Turpin escaped and went North to 
York, and changed his name to John Palmer.  He inevitably got himself into trouble 
and wrote a letter to his brother asking for help.  His brother did not have the sixpence 
to pay for the letter, so the letter was returned to the local post office.  Humphrey 
Smith saw the letter when at the PO and recognised the writing.  He took the letter to 
the magistrate, and Humphrey was despatched to York to identify Turpin. Turpin was 
hanged, but Humphrey kept all the money!  Another member of the gang who was 
still at large came to Humphrey to try to get the money. There was a pistol fight, and 
Thomas Rowden and Humphrey Smith died. 
 

The tainted money was then passed to the brothers Oliver and Peter.  This money 
was passed on down the family in all innocence.  When it was discovered, 10 years 
later, what could be done?  The Smiths, as I discovered in my research, behaved 
honourably, but kept the money.  This was how they managed to set up as gun-
smiths, and live in fine houses.  Most of the money was lost during the financial crisis 
in Victoriaôs reign.  But it did establish the Smiths as they were noted Smiths around 
the City.  My Grandfather, Charles William, was the last Gunsmith and died as a Sci-
entific Toolmaker. 
 

Some cupboard skeleton, I would say.   I hope this little note will amuse you. 
 

Peter Smith 
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When I was at school in the 1950õs every-

one knew some one who had contracted 

Polio. They wore callipers or were in a 

wheelchair. Some were too ill to go to 

school and there was/is no treatment or 

cure. After the development of the vaccine 

in 1955 we were all vaccinated and now in 

England I do not know of a single person who has contracted Polio. 

 

In 1985, Rotary launched its PolioPlus program, the first initiative to tackle 

global polio eradication through the mass vaccination of children. Rotary 

has contributed more than $1.6 billion and countless volunteer hours to 

immunize more than 2.5 billion children in 122 countries. In the 1980s, 

there were about 1,000 cases per day.  

 

There are only three countries left with the polio virus: Afghanistan, Nige-

ria and Pakistan. In 2014 there were 340 new cases of Polio in these three 

countries. Last year there were 37. This year there have been just 7 new 

cases. Soon there will be none but that last step is the hardest. If we can 

reach ZERO cases and then maintain it, children everywhere will no longer 

need to be vaccinated because the risk of the virus coming into England or 

any other country will have been removed. 

 

Tiptree Jam have donated Jam for a Cream Tea. Bill Gates has promised to 

match every penny we raise 2-to-1 so our goal is to sell 50 tickets and 

raise £500 and Bill 

Gates will add £1000 

to our total. We are 

so close to making 

history and Eradicat-

ing Polio. Please buy a 

ticket and come along 

and enjoy a cream tea 

and help Bill Gates 

give more. 

 

Brian Morgan  
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.  

MOSES 

Have you seen the Disney film, óThe 
Prince of Egyptô?  It tells a story from 
the Bible about Moses whose mother 
and sister left him in a basket on the 
bank of the River Nile. Pharaohôs sister 
found him and a little Hebrew boy was 
brought up as an Egyptian prince. 

As Moses grew older he became more 
and more angry at the way the Hebrew 
slaves were treated. Moses ran away 
to the land of Midian where he settled 
down. But God called to him ï and kept 
on calling. For every excuse that Mo-
ses had, God had an answer (Exodus, 
chapter 4). Finally, Moses went to 
Pharaoh but it wasnôt until awful things 
happened that Pharaoh listened and 
agreed to let the Hebrew slaves go 
free. 

Pharaohs were all pow-
erful in Egypt, but Mo-
ses was following a 
much greater power. 
The Pharaohs of Egypt 
left dead monuments of 
stone but Moses 
brought together a 
whole living people, 

Godôs people. 

Living people do things; and God ex-
pects us to do good things with our 
lives. 

 

TOO MANY GODS 

The ancient Egyptians had a different 
god for just about everything. Can you 
tell which of these were worshipped in 
the time of the Pharaohs and which 
ones I have made up? Answers at the 
bottom of the page.  

GEB was the god of the earth and is 
shown in art as a man with a goose on 
his head. 
KHARPET was a goddess of the 
homes, especially floors.  She is shown 
wearing a feathered hat. 
HATHOR was the goddess of love and 
joy and shown as a cow. 
PHYLM was the god of artists and 
craftsmen. He is shown in pictures with 
2 pairs of arms. Small figures of this 
god are often found in boxes called 
khameeras. 
TAWARET was a goddess who pro-
tected women during pregnancy and 
childbirth. She is shown as having the 
head of a hippopotamus with the arms 
and legs of a lion, the back and tail of a 
crocodile, and the front of a pregnant 
woman. 
THOTH was the god of writing and 
knowledge. He is shown in art as a ba-
boon. 

 

What is the earliest mention of phar-
macy in the Bible? 

When Moses was given 2 tablets. 

 
Answers: I made up Kharpet and Phylm. Well, 
you put carpet on the floor and film in cameras 

(say them aloud), donôt you? 
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Pay Justice? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BBC Annual 
Report has re-stirred the pay debate.  The headline issue has been the apparent 
discrepancy between what women get and men get for doing something like the 
same job.  With this, goes the issue of men getting more of the higher paid jobs.  
But the Report has also sparked a debate about what has been characterised as  
ñpeople we have never heard of getting huge salaries for doing jobs that donôt re-
ally matterò. 
 
Christian values are unlikely to make much impression on pay levels that depend 
on commercial pressures, negotiating power, current fashions, and tradition.. 
among other things.   Nor is it entirely clear that those pay arrangements which 
are to some extent within the Churchôs control invariably reflect Christian princi-
ples.   However, influential or not, what might Christian principles for pay-setting 
be? 
 
Tentatively, Christian pay principles should include:- 
1) The drawbacks of the job, such as unpleasant working conditions, danger, 

unpopularity, stress, difficulty, lack of rewards other than the pay package, 
lack of promotion prospectsô low status.. 

2) The value of the job being done, and done well, to large numbers or all the 
rest of us.  

3) The amount of training required initially, and on an ongoing basis. 
4) The amount of effort (physical, mental, emotional) required. 
 
You might conclude that current pay differentials do not reflect Christian princi-
ples.  You might like to compile your own list of jobs that should be highly paid. 
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www.stgeorgeschurch.co.uk 

The main menu 

options have 

not changed 

The Upcoming Events 

box is good to see 

what is on.  

Click on individual 

events for more details. 

The latest recordings of 

sermons and hymns. 

There are also links to 

other useful websites 

such as Inclusive 

Church. 

The magazines and 

pew sheet notices 

are available here. 

Click on the latest 

blogs for information 

about courses and 

other meetings. 

The new website enables us to 

show more pictures on the main 

screen and show events in a much 

clearer way. 

Have you seen 
the new website?  


